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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

QUEASTION — SEAMEN'S ACCOM-
MODATION ON STEAMER.

Mr. ANGWIN (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will the Minister instruct
an officer to inspect the accommodation
provided for the crew of thé s.s. « Pil-
barra’ previous to Ler leaving the port of
Fromuntle on Saturday next, 13th July;
such officer to order any alteration neces-
sury for the health of the crew, if re-
quired, aud such ulteration to be carried
out prior to the ship's leaving port ?

The PREMIER replied: T have no
objection to instructing an ofticer to make
an inspection and report.

QUESTION — RAILWAY DEVIA.
TION, GERALDTON-CUE.

Mr. STONE asked the Minister for
Railways: Will he consider the de-
sirability of making a deviation on the
Cue line between Geraldton acd Eridu
to enable an engine to take a full load
between those twe points, and do away
with the expense and necessity of two
trains wnd staff being required to take
the load, for which one train can hanl the
halance of the journey ? The deviation
referred to would shorten the distance
from Geruldton to Cue by several miles,
with very little cost.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : Yes, an estimate is being pre-
pared, but the deviation will not in any
way shorten the distance.

QUESTION—CHAPMAN
MENTATL FARM.

Mr. STONE asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Why were the manager

EXPERI-
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and staff removed from the Chapmun
Experimental Farm to a Southern dis-
trict ? 2, Why were the stock and plant
sold? 3, Is it the infention of the
Government to close this farm ?  If so,
why? 4, Is it the intention of the
Government to establish another experi-
mental farm in the Victoria district?
If so, where and when ?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, The manager was transferred
to the Narrogin State Farm to fill a
vacancy. The farm foreman was left
for a time in charge of the Chapman
Farm, and was in May last transferred
to Narrogin as assistant mavager in con-
sequence of a scheme of reorganisation
of State farms. 2, Only aged or un-
suitable stock and useless plant were
sold. 8§, No. 4, No.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
KALGOORLIE.

Mr. WARE asked the Premier: 1,
Why were the names of the electors who
were eligible to vole at the last Upper
House elections struek off the roll by the
Kalgoorlie Revision Court ¥ 2, Why were
not the Legislative Council rolls com.
piled whilst the Legislative Assembly
rolls were being revised ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL re-
plied: 1, Presumably by the exercise of
the powers conferred on the Revision
Court by Section 56 of the Electoral Act.
2, For the following reisons:—(a) The
remote chance of any Legislative Council
election, under any circumstances until
about May, 1908; () the fact that an
alteration in the quulifications of Council
electors is, at the present time, under
consideration; and (e} because delay
would have been caused in revising the
Assembly rolls.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE SEWER-
AGE, MAIN DRAINS.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works: When ig it the intention of the
Works Department to proceed with a
farther portion of the tnain drains in
connection with the Fremantle sewerage
scheme ?

The PREMIER replied: The tunnel.
ling contract on the main line of sewer
is still in progress, and will probably be
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completed aboyt 30th August. The
* Monier” pipes are under construction,
aud, vn the completion of the above
tunnel worlk, il is proposed to lay the
pipes on this section. Contracts will be
let for constructing further sections of
the main sewer as fast as the pipes
become available.

QUESTION — COOLGARDIE
WATER SCHEME, DISMISSALS,

Mr., JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Is it true that wmen
employed in connection with the Cool-
gardie Water Supply east of Southern
Cross have been dismissed for refusing
to accept a reduction in wages? 2, If
80, what was the amount of the reduc-
tion, and why was this reduction en-
forced?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
There are three scales of pay in force
along the pipe main; one from Mun-
daring to Cunderdin, vne from Cunder-
din to Gilgai, and another from Gilgai
eastward. 'T'be rates now prevailing
have been in force for the past three
years, including the time the hon. mem-
ber was admimstering the Department,
and no reduction has been made nor has
any been contemplated.

Mr. JOHNSON ; May I be allowed to
state that during the last day or so I
met a mnas who was retrenched for
refusing to accept a shilling-a-day re-
duction? I will ask the Minister to
make farther inguiries, because [ know a
reduction was made during the last fort-
night.

The PREMIER: My information
was given e by Mr. McNulty, secretary
of the Water Supply Department. I
understand there are three distinct sec-
tions wilh different rates of pay. There
was probably no room on the ten-shilling
section, and the wan was found employ-
ment under a different scale, at nine
shillings.

Mr. JOHNSON: I will call round
and make farther inquiries.

QUESTION—FOREST RANGER,
ALLEGED NEGLECT.
Mr. GORDON, for Mr. A. J. Wilson,
agked the Minister for Lands: 1, Iait
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the intention of the Government to hold
a departmental inquiry into the ulleged
neglecl of Forest Rawger Fitzgeruld in
regard to the checking of timber royulty
returns at North Dandalup? 2, Hus
Ranger Fitzgerald been suspended pend-
ing inquiry ¥ 3, It not, why not ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
piied : 1, Inquiry will be ade into the
matter. 2, No. 3, There is nothing Lo
justify such a course at the present time.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth day.
Resumed from the previvus day.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison): 1
am pleased that nothing has so far been
done, in this State at least, to abolish the
privilege which members have of airing
their grievances on the Address-in-Reply,
and I hope the day is far distant when
any cowrse will be taken to prevent our
having a full opportunity of airing griev-
ances or criticising actions, during one
part of the session at any rate. 1 desire
at the outset to say I am deeply grieved
to note that the restoration of confidence
promised when the present Government
took office, or when the Rason Govern-
ment took offiece of which the present
Government are Lhe relict, is not appar-
ent. Personally, having been in Western
Australia for nver fourteen vears, I do
not remember any time when the outlook
was less favourable than at present. No
matter what part of the State we visit
or what business men we meef, we hear
the one complaint and ery, “ What are
you going to do to make things better?”
We cannot pass through any part of
Perth withoul meeting sueh people.
Where has all the confidence gone that
was about to be restored? Did the Col-
onial Treasurer (Hon. F. Wilson) take
it with him to Japan to restore confidence
there? T am sure thal nothing has been
done in Western Australia to restore con-
fidence in the present Government at any
rate. A promise was made last session
that we should meet earlier this year,
and we remember that the same promise
was made in the previous vear, when the
members on this (Opposition) side of
the House generously gave way to the
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Rason Government and allowed them to
get into recess on the promise that they
would reform the public departments and
neet early in the year. The same pro-
mise was made last session, yet we are in
the same position now as we were then;
not a bit farther advanced. I dare say
the exense given, in addition to that of
the absence of members from the State,
will be that the Government has again re-
constructed. We know that a new Whip
(Mr. Gordon) has been appointed this
session to assist the Government in pas-
sing their measures. We must all realise
that the present position of Western Aus-
tralia is not at all satisfactory, and it
behoves every member in this Assembly,
and every member in another place also,
to do all he can to make things better.
Of course the whole poliey, especially of
members on the Government side, has
heen to blame the present depression on
Federation; but that excuse was not
brought forward when the Labour Gov-
ernment were in power. The whole blame
for the depression was laid on their
shounlders, and I should like to see the
present Administration bear some of the
responsibility to which in my opinion
they are justly entitled for the existing
depression. Personally T maintain that
it did not matter what Government was
in power during the last few years, and
it does not matter who may be in power
during the next year or two: we shall
have a very bard time in Western Aus-
{ralia, and in my opinion nothing will
assist us to save the country from con-
siderable depression except a few really
vood mineral discoveries, so that people
may come to the State, so that wealth
may be produced, and so that we can
open up our agricultural distriets. I
should like to ask what is being done in
that direction. I am deeply disap-
pointed and highly dissatisfied with the
assistance that has heen given towards
developing some very promising gold-
mining centres and other mineral areas
in Western Australia, I shall deal be-
fore I finish fo-night with one or two of
those places, to show perhaps that they
are not receiving the assistance they de-
serve. I am pleased to see the Govern-
ment are making efforts to open up the
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Nor’-West; but a gregt many other
centres are being absolutely sacrificed
and not assisted at all, and the purpose
of this requires some explanation. As to
the promise made to us before we pro-
rogued last session, that Ministers wished
to rise early so as to get back to
the admiinistration of their departments,
it has not been carried out. I should be
one of the last to criticise any Minister
for touring the State to gain informa-
tion. I maintain it is the bounden duty
of every Minister and every member of
this Assembly fo make himself tharoughly
ncquainted with the whole of the State,
and with all its industries if possible ;
and I should give Ministers credit for
travelling through the eountry to see for
themselves what should be done to push
forward its best interests. I would not
criticise any Minister travelling in that
direction, but I do eriticise a Minister
leaving the country to go on a pleasure
trip at the very time when his abilities,
if he has any, should be devoted to the
best interest of the State. When we
have a Minister practically gagging the
House as the Treasurver did last session
during the discussion of important
financial questions for the sole purpose
of going away on a pleasure trip, it is
time the people of the country took up
the matter and prevented a repetition of
What would have been
said if a Labour Minister bad gone away
on a four months’ tour ¥ The news-
papers would have honnded bim down,
and he would not have had a moment’s
peace s0 long as he was a Minister or a
member of this Assembly. Labour Min-
isters should be treated by the news-
papers with just as much respeet and
lenieney as any other Ministers. We
know that Ministers have been away
from their offices a great deal, but I do
not blame the Premier for travelling
throngh the Black Range couniry, he-
cause I believe his visit will result in
some good ; and I am satisfied that the
tour of the Minister for Mines in the
North-West will have a beneficial effect
on that portion of the State. Let us
hope so at any rate. The question of
finance has been dealt with by the Leader
of the Opposition and up to the present
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his charges have not been replied to from
the Government side of the House. I
do not intend to deal with that question;
I leave it in more capable hands; but
there was one’other matter in the speech
of the Minister for Works last night
upon whick I must touch. The Minister
for Works gave as an excuse for the
expenditure of loan moneys on non-
productive works the faet that the Labour
Government had construeted the rabbit-
proof fence from loan moneys. 1t is
a very lame excuse. Every wmember
knows the reason why the Labour Gov-
ernment utilised loan funds for the con-
struction of that fence; and instead of
it being an argument to the detriment
of the Labour parly, it should be a point
to their ecredit. We all know that the
Attorney General secured his seat in the
Honse on the condemnation of the
Labour Government over the expenditure
of loan funds on the rabbit-proof fence;
and I say without fear of eontradietion
that if it was advisable te have a rabbit-
proof fence in Western Australia, it was
necessary to push on that work and have
it eompleted at the earliest possible date.
We all know that the thousands neces-
sary for that work in one year could not
be taken from revenue unless other neces-
sary works suffered. One of the most
important departments that should be
controlled in a proper manner is the
Faclories Department. We all know
that the present Government have ne-
glected the factovies question altogether,
that sweating is on the increase; that the
Early Closing Act is not enforced, and
that the inspectors appointed for the
purpose of looking after these faefories
have been stuck in their offices, some of
them doing the work that a hoy eould
do, instead of looking after these fae-
tories. It is a great mistake in a ecoun-
try where industries are springing up,
in which hundreds of human heings are
employed—in many cases in places which
are not fit for them to be employed in—
to neglect efficient inspeection. The bet-
ter the administration given to the fac-
tory question, the better it is for the
people of the State. In older countries
it is a main point, especially in England
and America. There the Factories De-
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{11 Jovry, 1907.]

Fourth day. 181
partment is one of the most carefully
administered, and s a young country
like this we should follow the example
of older countries and not allow our fae-
tories to be dens that give disease to all
and sundry working therein. I would
like the Premier to compel the officers
to control the department better than
they have heen doing for the last 12
months or more. I regret to say that
the Govermment have, eontrary to the
advice of those in a position to know,
appointed justices of the peace who are
not fit to hold the commission. It is
an absurdity for the Premier to send a
letter asking for a confidential reply re-
garding the advisability of an appoint-
ment as justice of the peace and, when
the advice is sent hack, to make the ap-
pointment contrary to the advice given.
It is an absolute disgrace, the appoint-
ments of some justices of the peace
during the last 12 months.

Ihe Premier: You do not say anything
about the hundreds that have been re-
fused.

Mr. HOLMAN: T know nothing about
them ; I only speak of those who I
know have heen appointed; and T say
again that in the case of more than one
appointed in Western Australia, it was
a disgrace to appoint them. We heard
a lot about the hoasted administration
nf the Electoral Depariment. During
my tour through the Murchison a few
months ago, T found that the police had
been advised to take a census of stock,
and on every occasion they were given
instruetions when taking the eensus of
stock to take the names of all stock-
bolders and place them on the roll, also
the families; but in some cases the police
were given instruetions not to take any
trouble about placing any other names
on the roll. I was given that informa-
tion by more than one police econstable
during my tour. I maintain that if
those who are to be placed on the roli
are to be gauged by whether they own

a pig or 2 goat, it i time some
change was made in the adminis-
tration of  that department. One

important question we have fo deal
with af the present time is that of im-
migration. Tt may perhaps be a little
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piece of knowledge to members of this
Chamber to know that the great number
of the immigrants, iustead of being
placed on the land with which object
they are supposed to be brought, are
sent to the Labour Burean and pushed
into billets there, to the detriment of
pecple aiready in the State. I say it
is an absolute disgrace, and tbat it is
unfair on tbe part of those administer-
ing the department. What right have

we to bring workers from other eoun- -

tries, push them into positions through
the Labour Bureau and allow those here,
who have helped to develop the country,
te vemain in 1dleness and, perbaps,
starve through want of employment?
The sooner a change is made the better.
Members know that the Labour party
some years ago made charges against
mining companies bringing out Italians
under contraet, but we know that at
the present there are companies bring-
ing Italians to the State and geiting
them employment on the mines to the
detriment of the English-speaking race,
and that something should be done in
this wmatter. The Minister for Mines
in every mining camp tells of what
members on this side of the House are
going to do with the Italians, but I do
not know of any case where Italians
have been turned away and prevenied
from working ou the mines, though I
know of cases where Italians are em-
ployed who cannot speak the English
language to be understood. I know
that there are a number working in my
distriet who eannot speak English to
be understood. It is not that I would
like to see them turned away from
work. T say that when they are here
in the State I would be the last in the
world to prevent them or any man get-
ting a living, but something should be
done to prevent these mining eompanies
carrying ont this system.

The Minister for Mines : I wish you
would give me some particulars, either
privately or here; and I would soon
take action.

Mr. HOLMAXN: T shall be only too
pleased to give the Minister any infor-
mation I can.
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T'he Minister for Mines : There was
a eomplaint at Gwalia, but when we
asked the union for particulars they
would not give them. -

Mr. HOLMAN: It is-a very hard
thing for any man to get ancther turned
away. Men would rather leave the
mines themselves than get other men
sacked. I think we will find that the
majority of the English-speaking
workers in Western Australia feel that
way. Not only Lave the mining com-
panies been introducing men of foreign
extraction te work on the mines, hut
we find that Millars’ Karri & Jarrah
Co. have, with the assistance of the
Government, been introdncing Swedes,
Norwegians, Scandinavians, and Danes
to Western Australia to work on the
timber mills. That is totally unfair. T
have sufficient letters from these for-
eign countries to show beyond doubt
that men have been introduced from
these countries to work on the mills.

The Premier : They have been intro-
duced as farm labourers.

Mr. HOLMAN: I will show you how
some of these ‘‘ farm labourers ’’ ware
engaged. Is it necessary to go fto
Sweden and Norway and give the seale
of wages paid on the mills to get men
to work on farms? Is it necessary to
give pictures of our forest trees show-
ing the vast timber resources, with Sir
John Forrest cutting a log in two?

The Premier: Surely there is no harm
in advertising our forest resources?

Mr. HOLMAN: Is it necessary to
show a rake bringing in logs to the mills?
Is it necessary to show the sawyers
working at the mill to farm lahourers?
I will read one or two extracts to show
how thesé men arve engaged to go on
farms, how they are eoming out under

contract ; how their third-elass fares
amounting to £13 are paid on the
steamers, and then how they are
compelled to pay back £1S. They

are not only bronght inte the coun-
try on false representations but they are
also robbed of a £5 note each, and they
come here with the assistance of the Gov-
vernment.  Not only arve they brought
here as farm labourers, as the Premier
says, but they are given an envelope with
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Millars’ address on it to 2o to Lord Street
to Millars’ office and zet work on the
mills. But Millars’ are ton cunning to
give them work at their office; they send
them to the Labour Burean, and although
these men eannot speak a word of English
they go through the crowd of other men
waiting at the Labour Bureau and are
given work on the sawmills. That is
true, and that is the class of immigrant
brought to the country. I have heen
charged in times past with making a
great many wild statements, but I have
never made a statement yet that I was
not prepared to stand or fall by; and
that is more than some members on the
front heneh of the Government side of
the House can sav. To show how these
men are engaged to work on these saw-
mills T will read a few extracts from let-
ters sent to these men by Mr. August Lar-
sen of 116-117 Holborn, London, E.S.:—

“*You will be engaged and obtain
work immediately npon your arrival,
and you will see from this that T
have great confidence in your earn-
ing good money out there. I note
what you say, that upon these con-
ditions a great number of capable
men coul@ be obtained from the
sawmills where you are employed ;
and I shall he mueh obliged if, upon
arrival in London, you will give me
the names and addresses of all the
men you can reeommend.”

I have had all these letters translated for
the information of the House, and if any
member desires to peruse them they are
available. I intend, however, going far-
ther into the questioh by-and-by. I have
got the whole of the eorrespondence of
the men who came ont ; T have also got
their boat tickets, and their receipts for
money deducted from their wages in eon-
travention of the Truck Act ; for these
men, instead of being paid their wages,
were paid in part and handed a receipt
for £2 in respect of fares. And these
things are being done with the assistance
of the Government by bringing them out
and by engaging them through the La-
hour Bureau, while at the same time
there are thousands of men in Western
Australia who eannot find employment.
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Mr. Taylor © Why is the Press silent
on the matter ¢

Mr. HOLMAN : In all probability the
Press did not know of it. I feel sure if
the Press did know of these things, they
would not shield those responsible ; or
if they wounld shield them, then my im-
pression of the Press is a wrong one.
We are told that these men have come
out here as farm labourers, When the
trouble oceurred at the timber mills, an
attempt was made to induee some of
these men who had gone to work on
farms to take the places of the mili-
workers ; but they declined to take the
places of men who were struggling to
get better conditions. Such men are a
credit to any country, no matter whence
they came. T have nothing to say
against the class of people brought here,
but T object to the method in which they
have been brought out, and to the Gov-
ermmnent assisting in their coming in the
way they have. The writer says in an-
other letter :—

“One of them will probably be
your brother, and the other must be
one whom you ean recommend as
a competent and steady man (I re-
ly on your choice), and he must he
accustomed to work on sawmills,”’

These are extraets from a letter written
in August last :—

“Of ecourse you will only pur-
chase a ticket to London. The
money I advance you will need to
be repaid at the rate of one-third
of your wages. I cannot guaraniee
that work will he found at the same
mill for all the men coming from
Sjaastad, but the probabilities are
that there is nothing to prevent this.
I cannot give you the names and
addresses of the sawmills. You will
obtain work at one of the mills
(there arve about twenty of them)
immediately on arrival ; I do not
know their names. I enclose a let-
ter which will be useful to you.”

And so the letters go on. Mueh has
been said to the effeet that if a Labour
Governiment were in power it would do
considerable harm by preventing im-
micration tn Western Anstralia.  This
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gentleman speaks with authority on this
point, and I will read his opinion to show
that instead of the presence of a Labour
Government being a deterrent to im-
migration, the fact has been held ont as
an inducement. Perhaps this will- elose
the months of thos who try to belittle
the Labour pairty by alleging that the
party is an obstaele i the way of immi-
gration. On the 22nd Mnay, 1906, he
writes :— :
“T received your form and letter—

That is practically a eontract note—

with eopies of your testimonials, and
I helieve vou are the right man to
go to Western Australia. I nofe
from your lelter that you are under
the impression that the sawmills for
which I require men are situated in
Canada; but such is not the case.
They are sitnated in Western Aus-
tralia. .This country has a much
better elimate than Canada, where
nearly all work must cease for a cer-
tain portion of the year owing to
the severe cold; but in Western Aus-
tralia work continnes all the year
without stoppage. T send you bere-
with a few FEnglish books about
Western Australia, from whiek you
will learn what a future this country
has before it. Tt is my belief that
no better eountry can be found for
working men than Western Australia.
For a number of years the Labour
Party has governed the country; Min-
isters and Government helong to that
party; and as a consequence every-
thing is arranged for the protection
of the working man, so that these
are well paid and prosperous. In
my opinion, it is the working man's
paradize, beeause such good wages
as are paid there are not paid in any
other place;: and as there is a great
want of competent sawmill hands, I
have decided to send out a eertain
number of Seandinavians; and in
order to convinee them of my certain
belief that they will obtain work
immediately upon arvival, I am pre-
pared to advance them balf their
passage money, namely 163 kronen
[about £9 sterling], on condition
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that I am repaid by weekly instal-
ments. .
Then he goes on to say:—

“T cannot give a greater guaran-
tee than this as to my bone fides.
The list of wages which I sent you
states the lowest the sawmillers are
allowed to pay but frequently more is
paid. It is by no means exceptional
that a good cutter (benchman) gets
15s. a day, and can earn more by
overtime.”

I wonder if they work overtime on the
farms.

“But, as previously pointed out,
the list T sent you only shows the
lowest wages. A competent nan
who gains. his employers’ confidence
would have a very good time, as
there .is constant work to. be ob-
tained and high wages. Such a man
would be able to save a great deal
of money. What is of great im-
portance to you is the faet that you
have five children, one of whom,
your eldest son, is a sawmill worker.
If he is smaxt, and able, for instance,
to load timber on railway trucks, he
could earn his 8s. per day, and he
can live for 3s. per day; he would
thus be abie to save the remaining
5s. Such a young man should he
able to save 1,000 kronen a year
(about £56 sterling); and if he is
careful and industrious he could, in
the eourse of twenty years, save so
much that he would no longer need
to work, especially if in his spare
time he interested himself in farm-
ing and froit-growing. I greaily
desire to help you to go out there,
but do not wish to advanee you
more than half the fare. You and
your son will thus have te pay your
own fares to London.

The Premier: Who is the writer 2

Mr. HOLMAN : That is the agent who
is paying £13 to send ont these men here,
and robbing them of £5.

The Premier: Is that Mr. Larsen ¢

My, HOLMAN: Yes.

The Premier : Then that is the man
engaged in your time?

Mr. Johnsor : His instruetions are dif-
ferent now.
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Mr. HOLMAN: He is now carrving
out the instructions of the present Ad-
ministration. There were a lol of men
engaged in our time. The factery in-
spectors, for instance, were engaged in
our time, but they are now working un-
der your instruetions, and are not look-
ing after the factories. Again, in order
to force these people to come as guickly
as possible, the writer says:—

1 beg to state that I only in-
tend to send out a few sawmill
hands, and that I already have
several applicants from Sweden ;
alse a man from Kristiania, and one
from Larvik, who desire to go. I
wifl therefore ask you to let me
know by return of mail what yom
decide to do.”

Then he goes on:—

“1 returned a few days ago from
Scamdinavia, and sent to-day a few
Danish saw-mill workers to Western
Australia. T think it will be more
pleasant for the Norwegians to
travel together, and for {his reason
T enclose a list containing the names
of eleven sawmili hands, and will ask
vou to selecl eight of them, who to-
gether with yourself and son will
start from London on Friday, 27th
July.”

Such a condition of affairs is not fair
to this country. Some men whoe came
out under these conditions have informed
me that they could earn and save more
mongy in their own country, according
to values there, than they were ahle to
do on the sawmills. That is an absolute
faet, which is proved by some of the men
baving returned home ; and I will guar-
antee from the reports that will be pub-
lished there that ne more men will be
engaged in those countries for work on
the sawmills of this State. The news-
papers have already advertised the treat-
ment these imen veceived, and the time
has come when immigration of this class
should he put a stop to. Instead of
bringing out people to settle on the land,
we have the Government paying to bring
people here, and then allowing them to
be forced into competition with our own
unemployed. Any Government that will
do sueh actions is not fit to be trusted

[11 Jory, 1907.]

Fourth day. 185

with the administration of the State’s
affairs, Again, the Premier has paid
the fares of a large number of men from
South Africa. These men were supposed
to have originally come from Western
Australia, but when they arrived here it
was found they did not kmow anyihing
about Australia, and had never been here
before.

The Premier : The only arrangement
I made with the Commonwealth anthor-
ities was that we would pay the fares
of bona fide residents of Western Aus-
tralia, If it he found that they are not
residents of Western - Australin, we do
net mtend fo pay.

Mr. HOLMAN: Iean only go by what
I veud in the papers. We know that a
large number of persons landed here a
few weeks ago, whose fares had heen
paid.

The Premier
wealth,

Mr, HOLMAN: While I should like to
see the country populated, the system of
immigration introduced by the Present
Government should he stopped at once.
We should find opportunities for our
own unemployed before we bring foreign-
ers into the country by misrepresentation.
A similiar system was adopted in the
intreduetion of a number of Italians.
Names and addresses were written on
envelopes in the same way, though I
eannct say whether the same system of
engagement through the bureau was
adopted. An important question is that
of a Circuit Court for the Murchison ;
and although it may he regarded as a
local question, it is of eonsiderable im-
portanee to the people of the Murchison,
who instead of having to pay thousands
of pounds to have their cases heard in
Perth should be provided with a Circuit
Court. I received a letter a few days
since from the Premier, intimating that
in the opimion of the Government a
Circuit Conrt for the Murchison was not
required, as the people could easily
bring their cases to Perth for hearing.
What would the Attorney General say
if it were suggested to remove the Cir-
enit Court from Kalgoorlie, which is
more convenient to Perth than is Cune ?
A through bill of lading from Fremantle

Paid by the Common-
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to the Murchison wonld result in a
considerable saving to the people of
that field, from whom this privilege
bas been taken without any benefit
being reaped by the State. Any
saving to the people which can
be brought about without disadvan-
iage to the State should, I think, be

made. Speaking in Kalgoorlie, the
Attorney General said the reason
why the Fire Brigades Bill was

not passed through Parliament was the
oppasition shown by the member for
Tvanhoe (Mr. Seaddan) and myself.
The Attorney General was afraid to
bring that measure into the House, as
he knew we conld show he had no know-
ledge of the snbject. At Meekatharra
instead of the people being allowed to
choose their own site for a hospital, the
site was fixed for them next the school,
and they were not allowed to alter it.
The member for Pilbarra (Mr. Under-
wood) dealt at some length with the
uuestion of the landing of eamels in the
North-West. I protested against those
camels being allowed to land in this
country, and it will yet prove a matter
for regret that the protest was ignored.
I desire to mention one matter which is
of great importance to members of this
House and to the people of this State,
the maiter of the necessity for an in-
crease in members’ salaries. The present
salary is inadequate, and members repre-
senting out-baek districts particularly
find, when travelling through the country,
that it is an absolute impossibility to
meet all the demands on them for coach
and travelling fares, postages, telegrams,
and such things. I maintain the time
has arrived in Western Australia when
the salaries of members should be largely
inecreased. And the time has arrived
when the travelling expenses and the
post and telegraph expenses of members
shonld he paid. The Speech of his
Excellency the Governor indicates several
important matters that are to be dealt
with this "year ; one of the most im-
important to my mind is the tax
on the unimproved value of land.
That of course will receive the sup-
port of membhers on the Opposition
gside of the House. We shall push
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the Bill through this time for a
certainty and pass it without exemptions.
There is one other matter which has heen
bronght forward, the placing of the
papers on the table of the House in con-
nection with the appointment of Mr.
George as Commissioner of Railways.
In my opinion, in spite of any opinion
expressed to the contrary, the time will
come in Western Australia when we shall
see that that gentleman has done a great
deal of good, on some parts of our rail-
ways at any rate, and these works will
stand to his credit. He introduced the
system of metal ballast on the railways
in the metropolitan area which has heen
a great saving in the maintenance of
these lines. They will now last longer
than Mr. George or any of us will last
in this eountry. The gquestion of the
greatest importance to the people on the
goldfields is that of mining development.
We have had it econtinually drummed
into our ears year after year that assis-
tance should be given to the prospectors.
1 hope they will be better assisted in the
future than they have been up te the
present time, and I hope memhers and the
people of the country will dwell long and
fast before they allow a measure to be-
eome law which will do away with the
labour conditions on the mineral leases
in this State. Such an action will land
us in one of the greatest upheavals this
conniry has ever seen if such a Bill is
passed. The labour eonditions ave the
only safeguard for the protection of our
rights, and once we allow ihe labour eon-
ditions to lapse we shall lose eontrol over
our leases once and for all, and then zeod-
by to peace and prosperity on our
mineral belts. I would like to see labour
conditions introduced into our timber
leases, and stock conditions introdueed
in the pastoral leases so as to compel
those holding large areas of Jland,
whether for mining, for cufting timber,
or for stock raising purposes, fulfil cer-
The Minister for Mines
has tried to inform us that this ques-
tion of greater security of tenure, the
doing away with the labour eonditions,
has been asked for by the prospectors;
that is an absurdity which has heen
drommed into his ears by the Chamber
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of Mines, by stock-holders and boodlers.
I have a cutting from a paper several
years old, and o it are the remarks of
Mr. Trewartha James, a member of the
firm of Messrs. James Brothers, of Lon-
don, and everyone will agree that he is
not a bona fide prospector. He says:—

“The oppressive and ineguitable
mining laws, which give no fixity of
tenure, no security for capital inves-
ted, and seriously hamper the indus-
try. If the Government would only
consider abandonment of the vexa-
tions labour conditions, and grant
fixity of tenure for mining leases,
subjeet only to paywment of a yearly
tax on the mining area oceupied, as
Mexico has done, capital would flow
back, the wunemployed would find
work, and the basis of a solid and
permanent mining industry be well
and truly laid.”

These are the words Mr. Trewartha
James made about four years age. We
have something later in the Monthly Min-
ing Journgl published by the Chamber of
Mines, and as I have said before, the pre-
sent Government in times past have acted
more like willing tools of the Chamber of
Mines and others instead of, as they
shounld have done, endeavouring to safe-
guard the interests of the State. Speak-
ing about aid to prospectors this journal
savs I—

“Mr. Gregory, during his frst
term of offiee as Minister for Mines,
gave the matter his careful eonsidera-
tion when framing the Mining Act
that eame into force on March 1st,
1904, In that Act some provision
was made—though not to the full
extent deemedt advisable and recom-
mended by the Chamber
The lesson, however, has not heen
lost upen Mr. Grezory, who now, in
his seeondd term of office at the head
of the Mines Department, has picked
up the threads where he dropped
them. and has issued regnlations still
more in aceordance with the views of
the Chamber.”

It goes on farther with a lot of flap-
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doodle about aid to prospeectors, and the
article goes on to say:—

‘“ The Chamber is in thorough
aeccord with the present day ten-
deney of Australian mining legis-
lation, which is to abolish the sys-
tem that makes the tenure of the
gold mining lease contingent on the
fulfilment of certain labour cove-
nants, and to substitute in its place
the condition that seo mueh eapital
—in money or in labour—shall be
expended and so muech work done
annually. This prineiple is em-
badied in the new Tasmanian
Mining Aect, and also in the Mining
Bill now before the Queensland
Assembly. And West Australia
might well follow the example of
those States. It is not easy to
understand the arpuments in favour
of the labour ecovenant system.
When o man obtains from the Gov-
ernment an agricultural area or
secures the lease of a tract of pas-
toral country, he is not required
to employ at onee a certain amount
of labour on pain of forfeiture.
Nor again is it easy to see how the
system is of any benefit to any-
hody—although the Labour party
apparently think very highly of it.
The obligations to fulfil the labonr
covenants is a negligible item in
the case of large established mines,
or of large companies taking up

new leases which they desive to
prove and develop rapidly, for
such mines ot companies will

naturally employ labour far in ex-
cess of the amount demanded by
law. The obligation is quite un-
necessary in the case of leases
whose owners have worked at
them sufficiently to demonstrate
the fact that they are payable pro-
positions, and have advaneed to
the stage of heing able to take out
ore and realise its values. They
wili naturally have to employ at
least the amount of labour legally
required—probably a  good deal
more. The only effect of ihe labour
covenant system is to prevent pro-
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spectors, working miners, small
syndicates, and small capital com-
panies from faking up leases and
working them. TUnless ecircum-
stances be exceptionally favourable,
a large amount of labour must be
employed hefore sufficient payabie
ore ean bhe taken out to give the
owners an adequate return for their
outlay; and what length of time
will be required for this is at the
outset very unecertain. Indivi-
duals or syndicates whose capital
is strietly limited ave certainly not
encouraged to take up a lease and
work it by the prospeet of having
to pay out £10 to £20 every week,
on the ehanee that if they go on
paying long enough they may pre-
sently get their money back with
interest. And, if the frst erush-
ing proves a disappointment, as is
more often the ease than not, they
have litfle inducement to persevere
and in nine eases out of ten they
are content to let the first loss be
the Jast, and abandon the lease alto-
gether. But, if there were no
labour eonditions to be satisfied,
leaseholders of the above deserip-
tion could get through the initial
dead work more slowly, perbaps,
but at far less expense, and then
they would have some encourage-
ment to persevere and develop their
property inte a paying mine, em-
ploying a fair amount of labour.
A very brief consideration of the
labour covenant system ought to
show every thinking man its in-
hevent absurdity. In the case of
established mines and paying pro-
positions, it is absolutely unneees-
sary; in the case of promising but
unproved. leases it is simply vietous,
because it acts as a strong deter-
rent to enterprise. Let it also be
ohserved that the proposition is
not only to abolish the labour cove-
nants, hnt also fo substitute for
them something which at any rate
eonnotes the employment of some

labour, namely, the anuoual expen--

diture on the lease of so much capi-
tal—either in money or in labour
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—in the performance of mining
work. The amount of money or
labour to be expended, and the
quantity of work to be done, to-
wether with other equally impor-
tant details, are matters to be care-
fully weighed and considered when
the principle has once been ad-
mitted.”’
Yet the Govermment come down and ve-
peat these exact words used as argument
for the introduection of what I may term
is an iniquitous proposition. It will be
a sad day for the people of Western
Australia if any tinkering is done with
onr labour conditions on the mineral
areas, or if anything is allowed to be
carried through the House which will
do away with those labour econditions.
I for one will strongly oppose such an
attempt, representing as I do the largest
mining area in Western Australia. I
shall oppose it to the bitter end, and I
hope members on the Government side
will assist to prevent this country from
heing robbed by repealing the conditions
of labour on mineral leases. In the dis-
triect which I represent, which is the
largest gold mining district in the State,
only three companies are working, yet
thousands and thousands of ounces are
sent down by men who work their own
shows themselves, yet each and every one
of these leaseholders will fight to the last
hefore they allow the labour eonditions
to he done away with. In the face of
that I ask members, and in the face of
every prospector in Western Australia
raising his voice against it, will they
allow such a thing to be carried ont? I
wo farther than that and say that when
the qguestion comes before the House I
shall bring forward a few facis so as
to give members on the CGovernment side
an opportunity of considering the matter
and which will show them the risk we
ghall run. If the labour conditions are
done away with the areas will be locked
up and not worked at all. Of the three
compantes that are working in my dis-
trict at the present time two of them
hold hundreds of acres of land, yet only
work 16 or 18 acres. The Peak Hill
Company has 300 acres of gold mining
leases and they only work 18 acres; the
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remaining area which bhas refurned pro-
fits in the past years is not heing worked
at all. Tf these leases were thrown open
at the present time they would probably
give employment to hundreds. A num-
ber of men would return to Peak Hill
and work them if they had an oppor-
tunity of doing so. Rather than do
away with the labour conditions on min-
ing leases 1 prefer to see the present
system of amalgamation and concentra-
tion put out of operation, so that where
leases are held they shall be worked. I
shall not deal farther with that question
at the present time: we must do all we
can to make Western Australia as pro-
sperous as possible. This will not be done
if we allow our leases to be locked up.
I will deal with a few local matters in
regard fo prospecting, and I hope the
Minister for Mines will listen to this
and that members on the Government
side will also listen so that they may get
an idea how the Minister has assisted
the prospectors in the past. T will give
him eredit for erecting a battery at Nan-
nine which will do good work. I also
give him credit for giving a water sup-
ply to Meekatharra, which has done
splendid work. In connection with that
I will show what the introduction of
water has done for Meekatharra inthe
first six months of this year. More stone
was crushed by the State battery than
during all the previous year. Last year
they crushed 4,501, tons of stone, and
when the water system was introduced,
during the first six months of the year
they crushed 4,510 tons and returned
move gold than any State batiery in West-
ern Australia. In connection with the en-
couragement fo our prospectors we find
instead of giving the people a reason-
able rate, the Minister for Mines charged
Gs. per thousand gallons, but generously
consented to reduce that to 5s. 6d. if
it was agreed to take 860,000 gallons per
week. This means that the Marmont,
a locally-owned mine worked by the
prospectors, will have to take 60,000
gallons of water a week before they can
get the water at the cheaper rate, of
5. 6d. This means that the progressof
the district will be retarded because it
would take a mint of money before
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people could pay for water to erush their
stone.

The Mmister for Mines : You must
remember the large capital outlay.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tn connection with
the Nannine water supply there was a
large capital outlay and the Government
are seeuring 1215 per cent. on their
money, Tlis is absolute robbery.
The Government not ounly do that but the
fact of doing so retards the progress of
the field. If the JMinister is satisfied with
a reasonable return on the Meekatharra
water works he will give a cheaper sup-
ply, for Meekatharra has torned out more
gold than any centre of its size in Wes-
tern Australla.  There is another field
within eight miles of Meekatharra called
the Eight Mile. I asked for assistance
in the way of crushing facilities for this
place, but what did the Minister do?
There are hundreds of tons of stone there
awaiting erushing, and a report was made,
it was a favourable report, but when T
asked for assistance for erushing facili-
ties the Minister said he would allow them
to erush at the Meekatharra or the Nan-
nine battery at the minimum rate charged
at those batteries. The men could not
afford to cart stone all that distance, and
it prevents men from mining low-grade
ore. We in Western Australia must de-
pend ou the low-grade ores to make our
mines suecessful, but the Minister allows
a man if he has four-ounce stone to get
a reduetion in the cost of crushing, but if
the stone oniy runs 8 or 9 dwts. he gets
no reduction at all. Was that the right
way to assist the struggling prospector?
It 15 no use giving him assistance where
it is not required. What should be done
is to give the prospector a bonus of 5s. or
Gs. & ton in order to assist him to eart
his stone to the battery.

The Minister for Mines : 1 am going to
see if T can put up a small plant there.
You want us to give the prospector half
the cost of the cartage.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the assistance which
I suggest were given to the prospectors
the result would be that they would be able
to take up the low-grade leases and erush
the stone and make payable properties
where at present they do not exist. Under
the present sysiem they are forced to
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take the eyes out of a mine, and when that
has been dopoe, abandon it; with the re-
sult that proper mining operations are
not undertaken. Some time ago appli-
cation for assistance was made by a
man who desired to erect a battery at
Mindoolah, where a similar state of
affairs exists with regard to the promis-
ing outlook as at Meekatharra, 8-Mile,
and other districts in that portion of the
gountry. I may say that at Meekatharra
thousands of pounds of prospeetors’
money lie in the sands and slimes; but
the Minister will not allow the pro-
spector to get the gold out. If a
“boodler’” comes along and asks for a
railway, or a smelter, or anything else,
he has no trouble in getting it; but if
the prospector asks for assistance he is
not able to get it. At Mindoolah where
there are about 100 prospectors, an appli-
cation was sent down to the Minister
some time ago for assistance in erushing.
As I said before, a private person asked
for help from the Government in the
way of a loan in order to enable him to
erect a battery. This was seven or eight
months ago, and that assistance was not
given by the Government. In the mean-
time, however, while the Minister
was thinking of whether or not
he should send along the assistance,
the man was able to erect the
battery himself, and to crush for the
people. He then wrote to the Minister
for Mines stating that he had done the
work himself and did not require the as-
sistance from the Government. I have a
copy of that letter here, but will not
delay ibe Chamber by reading it. The
prospectors of the distriet asked for a
subsidy of 2s. a ton for all stone crushed,
but they have not received one penny
of assistance from the Government,
thongh they have to pay much higher
rates for erushing than are charged by
the State batteries. You will agree that
considering the State has received hun-
dreds of pounds for mining revenue
from this distriet, it is very unfair that
the people contributing towards the
revenue in this way should reeeive no
assistanee in return. This is only a par-
ticular instance, and fhere are s large
number of similar cases in various parts
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of the goldfields. If the assistance which
I suggest were given to the prospectors
it would mean that very soon distriets
which, at the present time are worked by
but a few men, would have hundreds or
even thonsands of men employed in ad-
vancing the mining industry. During
the last few years Meekatharra has
turned out nearly 50,000 ounces of gold,
and at the present time they have to
pay exorbitant rates for the cartage of
stuff from Nannine although the distance
is comparatively short. It would only
cost a few thousands of pounds to con-
nect Meekatharra with the main railway,
and I hope that this work will be started
soon, I intend -during this session of
Parliament to bring down a motion in
that direction. The cost of mining tim-
ber in that distriet is very heavy indeed,
eight inch timber costing from 1s, 6d. to
2s. per foot, and, as the whole of the
ground has to be timbered, it will be
recognised that it is practically impos-
sible for ‘mines to be worked without
very great cost. In addition, the people
pay for cartage as much as £2 10s. a
ton, with eommission charges, for mining
timber and other articles from Nannine,
and in addition there is the cost of the
materials being carted over the 400 miles
of railway. If the railway ran to
Meekatharra, the saving would be con-
siderable and would amount to quite £2
per ton. Last year I dealt with the
question of public batteries, and mem-
bers who at that time were inclined to
disagree with what T said will, I am
sure, now agree with me that the state-
ments I made then—and I admit I
spoke fairly strongly on the question—
have been borne out by the public bat-
teries report. There is still, however,
plenty .of room for improvement in the
direction of the management of the pub-
lic batteries, and there are several cases
where we have battery managers with
whom the prospectors refuse to ecrush.
The sooner alterations are made the

better. The question of assistance to
prospectors, instead of as in the
past being a parrot ecry to gain

popularity, should become a real ques-
tion, and that assistance so necessary for
the future of the industry should be
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given. A question which bas been be-
fore the people of Western Australia to
s very considerable extent during the
past four months is that of the timber
trouhle. Although that matter has been
. touched on once or twice in this Cham-
ber, T will deal with it from my own
point of view, as I have been accused,
outside this Chamber, by members of
the Government, with doing what was
not right in conneetion with the trouble,
I bhave had to stand unfair charges in
the past, and I am in duty bound to
this House, and to the people of the
country, to deal with the guestion in a
full and fair maoner. As to the Arbi-
tration Aet, I maintain thai the fault
has not been with the Act altogether ;
but the trouble has been caused owing
to the rotten administration of it by
Ministers. (The Treasurer : The bad
advice of the leaders.] The members of
the Treasury benches have been led by
the ncses by the Combine, and have been
made tools of in their hands. I am at
one with the member for Mt. Magmet
when he says that the Arbitration Aet
has been instrumental in preventing a
great many industrial disputes. When
the true facts are placed before members
as to the timber dispute, I am sure they
will agree with the attitude which I teok
up in the matter. A preat many of
them already agree with it, and showed,
during the ecourse of the dispute, that
they did so, and this in the best possible
manner, for they put their hands in their
pockets and by this means assisted the
workers very considerably. I wish to
say a word or two with regard to the
remarks made by the member for Perth,
and I am sorry he is not in his place
to hear what I bave to say. He stated
that we, on this side of the House, took
part in the dispute for the sake of
notoriety. I will ask him, who is always
twitting us on this side of the House with
being paid secretaries of labour unions,
what he does for a living. The work of
a secretary of the union is just as
honourable as that of a secretary of a
road board, or as the tool of a gas com-

pany.
Mr. Speaker: The hon. member should
not make personal reflections. I am
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"sorry to have 1o rise at this point, as up

te now he has not said anything objec-
tionable.

Mr. HOLMAN: I withdraw “tool,”
which word came out in the heat of the
moment, and I will put in its place the
words “secretary of a gas company, or
cricket association.” It is all very well
for a man like the member for Perth to
talk about notoriety. He is the paid
secretary for any position he can get, and
these positions range from secretary of
a building society, secretary of a cricket
association, and seeretary of a gas com-
pany and a roads board. And such a
man attempts to ridicule men on this side
of the House because they have been sec-
retaries of umions. I have never got my
living from a union, and if the member
for Perth were to do as I bave done, go
into the back country and work there for
a living, he would do some good. Had
it not been necessary for me during the
timber trouble to look after other people's
business instead of my own, I would,
during recess, have gone to the back
country and tried te assist myself by
prospecting. Buot I was called upon to
do a betier work, though not for myself,
as I received no payment for what I have
done. This timber trouble has received
the unbounded support of the whole of
the people, not only of this State, but
of the Cowmmonwealth as well; and this
shows that there was veason for the fight
which was put up. The trouble was not
a strike by any means, and had the Gov-
ernmment carried out and administered
the Arbitration Act ii would not have
lasted more than a fortnight; and by
this means the Government would have
prevented one of the greatest lock-outs
that has ever occeurred. The Labour
Government, when in power, had to deal
with a similar trouble alinost immedi-
ately after they took office. This wasin
eonnection with the Potosi mine. They
took immediate steps and thus prevented
what might have been just as great a
trouble to the State as the timber one
has been. The cause of the timber
trouble arose on March 17th of this year.
A notice was posted in the mills stating
that the men, mechanies, ete., who would
not aceept a reduction in wages and in-
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creased hours, would not be kept on.
The men refused to accept this decrease
in wages and inerease in hours, with the
result that the mills did not work. The
award eame out on March 13, and it was
to come into forece on Mareh 18; but in
the meantime the notice to which I have
referred was posted. As soon as that
notice came out and the men refused to
accept the terms, the trouble beeame a
Jock-out. The steps the Government
should then have taken were to set the
law in motion and sue the company for
committing a breach of the law by lock-
ing the wen out. Had that aetion been
taken by the Government the employees,
who fought afterwards for 8s. .a day-of
8 howrs, would have been forced to go
back to work. As a matter of faet they
turned up in order to go back to work
at the mills. On March-18 at the Jar-
rahdale mill the men aectually worked for
714 hours, and at Wellington for- 214
hours; but the whole of the mill hands
at Wellington were sacked because one

man sat on a dram while doing his work. -
Every ‘'man turned out at Mornington, -

but they could nof -work ‘as there were no
engine-drivers and mechanies. At Hoff-
man’s mill the engine-drivers refused to
go to work although the mill hands
turned up there also. - At ' Waterous,
Waroona, and Worsley many men were
prepared to go to work; but.- they were
practically dismissed and paid off. When
once these men had been dismissed and
paid off, they were entitled to work for
any rate of wages they thought fit. Once
the relationship of employer- and em-
ployee ceased, any of the latter had the
right to demand what wages he thought
he was entitled to for the work he had
to undertake. That is what was done
by the men in the timber trouble. The

resnlt of the action taken by the Com-

bine lias been that there have heen lost
to Western Australia some hundreds of
the best bone and muscle the country ever
possessed. This 1s a great. and serious
loss to the State and the reason I touk
part in the struggle was to try and pre-
vént these men from going away from
Western Australia. Al -the trouble took
place on March 18th and personally I
did not take part in the struggle until
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the night of March 22nd, or nearly a
week after the diffienity between the em-
ployers and the men really started. How
can it be said, therefore, that I led them
into trouble? At the request of the
leaders and members of this side of the
House, I went down to the scene of the
trouble to inguire into what was going
on. It will be remembered by members
that in 1903 T also paid 2 visit {o that
distriet to inquire into an impending
trouble, and on that occasion, when Isaw
that the'men were in the wrong, I prac-
tically foreed them to return to work,
although they had been advised by others
to cease work. On the present oceasion
when I found that the eompany were in
the wrong -and had broken the laws of
the country, I said that they should be
foreced to obey the laws and- be brought
under the jurisdietion of the Aet, just
as I had told the men on a previous oc-
casion that they must obey the laws, I
took just the same stand this time as I
did in 1903. On March 26th I was one
of the delegates to wait on Millars in

-order to see whether we' could not do

something "to settle the trouble. The
mere fact that I was a delegate was nsed
against me in the policé-court afterwards.
I do not desire to say anything now to
produce ill-feeling, but I cannot -help re-
marking that the attitude of the Gov-
ernment was not that of the protectors

of the - people, and they did not
do their duty as ‘they should have
done it. The attitnde of the

company in eonnection with the trouble
was such that the Governmeni had the
right to step in end stop them had they
thought fit. As a matter of fact the
Government are far more t6 blame in
the matter than the Combine, for after
all the latter eamnot be blamed, when
they found they had the support of the

Government, if they took on themselves

to say what rate of wages the méen should
receive, and what hours they should
labour. Nothing came of the conference
in whiceh I took part for the sole purpose
of trying to prevent the men from leav-
ing the State. When I was down at
the mills T saw that the women and
children were in a state of starvation,

and I therefore initiated the fund for the
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relief, and I must say, in the history
of any industrial trouble thronghout the
eivilised world, no request for funds has
ever met with such a ready response.

3r. Gull : It was for the timber work-
ers’ wives and children.

Mr. HOLMAN : And for the timber
workers also, and those who gof into
trouble by doing their duty to the work-
ers. A little while afterwards a public
meeting was held in Perth—one of the
most enthusiastic and most largely-
attended meetings ever leld n the State.
Certain resolutions were carried. Prior
to this I had interviewed tbe Premier,
and tried to get his assistance not only
to find work for the men but te bring
about a cessation of the trouble. The
Premier knows that as soon as I took part

in the trouble I wired to him to see whether.

we could place a few of those men -in-
employment at which they could earn a
few shillings,
not get anything done. Thé meeting was
beld in the Town Hall. In the meantime
I had met the Premier and arranged a-

conference between employers and em--

ployees. The Premier did all he could
to bring it about. He also went to Mr.
Stubhs, the mayor of Perth, just before
we held our meeting, and informed him
he considered a settlement of the trouble
would he brought about, and asked him
to do all he could-to prevent the moving
of ceriain resolutions whichk were to be
bronght before the meeting.

The I'remier : I never went to Mr,
Stubbs ; My, Stubbs called on me.

Mr. HOLMAN : Well, Mr. Stubbs
met the Premier. I do not mean you
deliberately went to  him. There
was a meeting between yon. I
will guoalify my statement. Above

all things I wish to be fair, as I
have always tried to be in the past.
An attempt was made to bving about a
settlement; because, though we were
holding a publie meeting, before e,
the speakers, went on the platform, I
may mention, to show how things were
worked, ihat the mayor called us all
into his private room and tried to lay
down (o us what we were to say in that
meeting; and it was not until I told
him he had no right to speak to us in

(11 Jory, 1907.3

TUnfortunately, I could

Fourth day. 193

that manner that he saw the position.
Then le asked that all that had taken
place in that room should be confiden-
fial. Attacked and eriticised as I have
heen, I must, to put myself right with
the people of the country, explain fully
what tovk place. Before the eonfer-
ence was appointed I told the Premier
that if it was to be arranged I would
not say one word to the meeting to
eause any straining of the relationship
between cmployers and cmployees, or
to harm the conference; aud the Pre-
mier must bear me out. And long be-
fore the conference was -held I told the
Premier that the Government should
take action, becanse it wds beyond the
means -of any ordinary private person
to carry such a case through the law
courts of this country. - At that con-
ference certain things were agreed to;
and the Premier has absolutely misled
the people of the couniry by stating
that we refused to place matters before
the men. I will read his remarks on
the subjeet:— )
‘¢ The Premier said he had tried

to bring about industrial peace,
and bad suceeeded in the first place

in getting 1s. an hour for navvies,
and that a navvy earned 1s. an
hour he knew by experience. He
related” the matter leading up to
the first eunference, and as there
was then a deadlock, he asked the
parties to submit the matter to the
men, but the leaders objected to
this course. The men were not
given a-chance to say anything on

. the question, and he could say that

he felt it was not possible for him
to do anything then.’’
That is a deliberate misstatement.

The Premier :© In what way?

Mr. HOLMAN: ¢ The men were not
given a chance to say anything on the
quesiion ’’; and also that ‘¢ the leaders
objected to this course.’ The only
thing we refused to do was to vecom-
mend that a ballot be taken; for that
was a deliberate trap, and had those
men taken a ballot on that question
every one of them would have been
lugged into the police court and be-
trayed as I was. It was my duty to
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prevent these men from being led into
. the trap.

The Premier : You know it was only
when there was a deadlock that I sug-
gested a referendum. The thing never
entered my mind or the minds of those
at the conference, until there came a
deadlock between the two parties; and
then I suggested a referendum to the
men.

Mr. HOLMAN: At this time, while
we were sitting in conference, the whole
power of the registrar and the Ministers
had already decided that action should
be taken against me; and before I
could give the Premier the answer I
was to carry back on the following day,
I was served with a police-court sum-
mons., If we had agreed before we left
the conference to recommend that a
ballot of the men be taken, we as
leaders would not have gone back on
our word. But the men, rather than
see me sacrificed in the police-court,
would have voted against their convie-
tions, thinking they wounld get me out
of a difficulty by voting in favour of
going back to work. The men wonid
have done anything rather than sacrifice
those fighting on their behalf. The men
had at that time left their employment:
they were not at all responsible to the
company. The men were looking for
work elsewhere, and we, their represen-
tatives, were spending the money as
fast as we could get it in procuring em-
plovment for them. And had we done
what we were advised to do in the first
place by people in New South Wales
and Queensland, we should have sent
300 or 400 men to Queensland. But
what an advertisement that would have
been to the State !
last to prevent any man from leaving
the country, if we could avoid it.

The Premier : Did not I, when you
wired to me from Bunbury to know if
there was any possibility of assisting the
men out of work, reply that the Govern-
ment would start the Donnybrook Rail-
way almost immediately, which we did
within a fortnight?

Mr. HOLMAN : Yes. The Premier
wired in reply to me from Dardanup. I
had wired asking him whether there
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were any drainage works or other
works on which men could be

employed. The Premier replied that
he intended starting the Donnybrook-
Preston railway within a fortnight. But
I afterwards saw the Minister for Works
and tried to get thai railway started ;
yet none of the men were placed on the
line, nor could I get any promise from
him. I do not think one seclitary man
from the timber mills was employed on
that work, The Government kept back
the work as long as possible, and when
they did start, they had only a dozen
or eighteen men clearing a hit of a
track ; and that was about some six
weeks or at least a good many weeks
afterwards. Now as to the summons
served upon me. I went to the Premier
and told him some time before that it
was impossible for a poor man to act
as plaintiff in such a case in the police
court. I told the Premier more than
once—I told him at the deputation—
that a lock-out or strike case would
probably cost a thousand pounds. The
truth of that statement has been proved
by the costs in the recent case ; and this
shows that unless Government takes up
the matter, no poor men, or any union
engaged ir such a dispute can get justice
in the police court. I say that during
the past few months justice has been
prostituted in the courts of this eountry.

Ruling as to Offensive Remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must not reflect on the Judges.

Mr. Holman : I am not reflecting on
the Judges.

My, Taylor : The magistrates are not
protected by the rules of Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry to have
to make this reference now, hecause I
am sure no one could objeet to the hon.
member’s speech, except when he made
a personal reflection on the member for
Perth.

Mr. Holman : That was a slip.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am glad to ac-
knowledge that the hon. member has been
exceptionally good in his remarks.

Mr. Holman : For me.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is necessary to
draw the attention of the House to a
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reference which has been wade to the
Judges. This matter is provided for in
May, although not specially referred to
in onr own Standing Qrders. As mem-
bers know, anything omitted from our
own Standing Orders is settled by the
aunthority of May. I may also say, my
reason for making this observation is
that one member in my opinion did
satl very closely to the wind ; but I did
not think myself justified in ecalling him
to order. However, my attention hasg
been drawn to the fact to-day, by a very
prominent person, that I was perhaps a
little too generous. I venture to differ
from that gentleman and from any other
member of this House, and say with all
respeet that though T gave the hon. mem-
ber every liberty I do not think he ex-
ceeded due bounds, though he sailed very
close to the wind. I will make the fol-
lowing quotation, and I hope members
will bear it in mind. It is from May,
page 316, “ Reflections upon the
Sovereigm, eteetera” :—

“Unless the diseussion is based
upon a substantive motion, drawn
in proper terms (see page 263), re-
flections must not bhe cast in debate
on the conduct of the Sovereign,
the heir to the throne, and members
of the royal family, the Viceroy and
Governor-General of India, the
Lord-Licutenant of Ireland, the
Speaker, the chairman of ways and
reeans, members of either house of
Parliament, and judges of the super-
ior courts of the TUnited Kingdom,
ineluding persons holding the posi-
tion of a judge such as a judge in
a Court of Bankruptey and of a
county eourt. Nor may opprobricus
reflections be east in debate on
sovereiens and rulers over eountries
in amity with Her Magesty.

“In order to gunard against all
appearance of personality in debate,
it is a rule, in both houses, that no
member shall refer to another by
name. In the upper house, every
lord is allnded to by the rank he en-
Joys, as ‘the noble marquess’ or
‘the right reverend prelate’; and
in the Commons, each member is
distinguished by the office he holds,
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by the place he represents, or by
othier designations, as ‘the noble
lord the seeretary for foreign
affairs,’ ‘the honourable’ or ‘right
honourable gentleman the member
for York, or ‘the honourable and
learned member who has just sat
down.’ The use of temperate and
decorous language is never more de-
sirable than when a member is ean-
vassing the opinions and eonduet of
his opponents in debate. The im-
putation of bad motives, or motives
different from those acknowledged ;
misrepresenting - the language of
another, or aceusing him, in his turn,
of misreprescotation ; charging him
with falsehood or deceit, or econ-
temptuous or insulting language of
any kind—all these are unparlia-
- mentary, and call for prompt inter-
ference. The same right to claim
courteous treatment in debate is
due alike between both Houses of
Parliament ; and abusive language
and imputations of falsehood, ut-
tered by members of the House of
Commons against members of the
House of Lords, have heen met by
the immediate intervention of the
chair to compel the withdawal of
the offensive words, or, in default,
by the punishrent of suspension.”
There is some reference to the House of
Lords which I think it is unnecessary to
quote ; but it is open to any member to
have the use of this authority. Then
follows a paragraph headed “words of
heat *’ :— -

“0On the 10th December, 1766,
notice was taken of some words that
had passed between the Duke of
Richmond and the Earl of Chat-
ham ; upon which they were re-
gnired by the House to declare,
npon their honour, ‘that they would
not pursue any further resent-
ment.’

“ The Honse of Commons will in-
sist upon all offensive words being
withdrawn, and upon an ample ap-
ology being made, which shall satis-
fy both the House and the member
to whom offence has been given.
If the apology be refused, or if the



196 Address-in-Reply :
offended member decline to express
his satisfaction, the House takes
immediate measures for preventing
the gunarrel being pursued far-
ther, by committing both the mem-
bers to the custody of the Sergeant ;
whenece they ave not released until
they have submitted themselves to
the House, and given assurance that
they will not engauge in Lostile pro-
ceedings.”

There is a farther reference the reading
of which would I think be unnecessarily
taking up time. I bave no desire to an-
ticipate; but having my attention drawn
to what may be called my generosity or
liberality of wind, owing to wy having
allowed one mewber to make an unfair
reference to the Judges, I felt bound #o
read that quotation. As I have already
said, I believe I am liberal in my own
views at all times, and therefore I put
a liberal construction on the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks. I did not think for one
moment that the hon. member had ex-
ceeded his rights, otherwise I should cer-
tainly bave called him to order. I hope
the hon. member (Mr. Holman) will not
make references to such persons holding
prominent positions, because, though it
is a privilege of members to express their
views in this House, nevertheless we have
gertain rules to guide us; therefore X am
sure members will pardon me for mak-
ing this special reference. .

Mr. Foulkes: I am sure the House is
deeply indebted to you, sir, for what
you have read; and it would perhaps be
of assistance to some members like the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Hol-
man} if copies of the extraet were made
and given to them.

Mr. Holman: A remark of that sort
comes with ill-grace from the member for
Claremont. However, we cannot expect
anything moere from & wan like that. 1
say it is a disgrace for any man holding
an honourable position teo: make sueh an
insinnation with rvegard to me. If I
want a eopy of that quotation, in all
probability I can buy it; and if T want
a block of land I ean buy it, and not
erawl round to any Government to get
it.
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Mr. Speaker: T am sorry I did not
quite eateh the hon, member’s reference
for a moment, but certainly it was very
improper from the hon. member for
Claremont or from any other member.

Mr, Foulkes: I did not gather the ef-
fect of the hon. member’s statement. It
was something about buying land from
the Government. I might inform the
House— (Labour dissent).

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is en-
tirely out of order.

Debate resumed.

Mr. HOLMAN: If T want a railway
for my part of the district I come with
a genuine case, and get it put where it
is wanted. In connection with the re-
marks you, Mr. Speaker, have made, I
may say that I did not intend to say
a word against any Judge in the country.
I know too well the responsibility of a
Judge to treat the matter lightly, but I
was dealing with the agistrates who
take upon themselves to .give decisions
and to do things whieh, in my opinion,
are not right; and I maintain that for
the protection of the poor workers of
the country who have not the money to
fight cases in the courts L am pgoing to
Taise my voice om every occasion so that
the poor can get justice, and se that it
is not only the man with money who can
move the courts. We have heard re-
marks from the member for Claremont
which go to show the callous minds—JX
eannot find words to express myself—
the insidiousness of some men; because
they think that if a man is not in the
same class or school as themselves he is
something to be cast aside and trampled
on. When sueh a man by his legal pro-
fession and training may have aspired to
being one of the Judges of the country,
we ean see that it is possible for even the
position of a Judge of the country to be
disgraced by sueh objeets. 1 intend
to deal with any magistate or person
who makes improper remarks from the
bench, aud I intend to deal with them
in the place where T can get the maiter
rectified. I was dealing with the issue
of summonses in this c¢ase, While we
were in conference, summonses were
being prepared with the knowledge of
the Government, because T am informed
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on very good authority that the Gov-
ernment gave the necessary authority
for them io be issued. The only infor-
mation on the Government files at the
time the summonses were issued was a
letter from an irrespousible lawyer
without any guarantee of indemnity
for costs, thought that is the reason ad-
vanced for the action taken. As soon
as the letters came in thev were re-
ceived hy the Regisivar, who at ali
times has been a person directly opposed
to any working man. He is something
of the same calibre as the member for
Claremont, who inclines to helieve him-
self loftier than any ether man. The
Registrar was only too ready to take
action; and before I could give my re-
ply to the Premier on the guestion of
taking 2 ballot, those summonses were
iaken out against us, that is, while we
were sitting in conference. If a ballot
had been taken at the time it wonld
not have had fair play. We sent out
instructions to the men to deal with the
gunestion as they thought fit, and we
allowed the Premier to publish what he
thought was a fair account of the pro-
ceedings of the conference so that no
one could say we were misleading the
men in any direction at all. The sum-
monses were received on Friday after-
noon, and Saturday was only a half
day, while Sunday was practically no
day at all in regard to doing ordinary
business; but on Monday morning we had
to appear in court. In the lock-out cases
it was altogether different. The unionists’
lawyers were running about for a
fortnight and could hardly get the
case heard at all. That is not justice,
and I say that in this case justice has
been prostituted. Also in regard to the
Government’s action in eonnection with
the engine-drivers, I have something to
say. The second schedule of the Ma-
chinery Aet lias been amended so that
electric lighting plants and machinery
come under the Aet, What did the
Government do when ynskilled men were
driving the Combine’s lighting plant at
Yarloop? Information was given abont
it, and the inspector went to report.
He eaught a man driving the plant but
no action was taken, and it was utterly
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impossible for anyone outside to take
action in this case; it wusi be done by
the inspector. TUncertificated drivers
were driving af Jarrabdale, yet no action
was_taken. Thus assistance was given
by the Government to the Combine.
After the public meeting in Perth a
deputation waited on fhe Premier to
present the resolutions earried. What
reply was given? A more incorreet or
misleading reply was never made by
any Premier to any deputation waiting
on bim; and I am sorry that any Pre-
mier should give such reply so abso-
lutely misleading and ineorreet, whiie a
vile insinuation bas been thrown forth
by the Attorney General that shouid
not come from any honourable man.
The Attorney General insinuated that
the action taken by the Labour Govern-
ment when in power—the words he used
were as follow:—
‘ The Minister for Labour, Mr.
Holman, instituted proceedings for
a lock-out against the Potosi Con-
solidated Gold Mining Company
without having allowed the Regis-
trar any voice whatever in the de-
eision.”’
That is absolutely incorrect, because not
only did the Registrar have a voice in
the decision, but I placed the whole of
the case in his hands, and he was sent
to the distriet to take charge of the cuse,
and he also advised the solicitor during
the hearing of the case. The Attorney
General also said:—
“The proceedings taken, however,
did not at all partake of the eha-
racter of a prosecution of the offend-
ing party by the State, nor was any
officer of the Crown Law Depart-
ment enfrusted with the duty of
prosecating.”
That is an absolutely wilful misstate-
ment; because the whole of the case was
placed in the hands of Mr, Sayer, and
he advised throughout the case. No ac-
tion was taken unless the advice of the
Crown law authorities was taken. Also
My, Sayer was the man who recommended
that Mr. Ewing be appointed to conduct
the case; and at the very time we de-
cided on that, Mr. Sayer was in my
office. To show whether the Registrar
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had anything to do with the case, while
Mr. Sayer was consulting with me in my
office about the case the Registrar pot
another solicitor and was engaging him
to conduct the case; but Mr. Sayer
pointed out the absolute advisability of
having Mr. Ewing appointed on the case,
and I took up my telephone at onece and
told the Registrar that Mr. Sayer was in
my office and that he advised briefing Mr.
Ewing. The statement of the Attorney
General in the reply to that deputation
was absolutely incorreet, misleading, and
unfair; and the files, if the Attorney Gen-
eral read them, would prove what I say
to be absolutely true. 1 have already
spoken in public and given the Govern-
ment an opportunity of replying to my
statements, and had they a leg to stand
on they would have replied before this.

The Premier: We will give this reply:
we will lay the papers on the table of
the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am going to move
for the papers. We will see where the
Crown Solicitor fixed the fee and advised
the proceedings. Then the Attorney
General went farther. Tt only shows the
calibre of the gentleman who gave the
reply. He said:—

“ As a matter of fact all the pro-
ceedings were initiated by and con-
dueted to the elose by -the -official
solicitor of the Workers’ Union, and
the only part the State had in the
conduct of proceedings was that
through the instrmmentality of the
Minister it became responsible for
all the expenditure incurred.”

That is a fair specimen of the judgment
of the Attorney” General. When the
people of this State know that the Attor-
ney General himself appeared on the op-
posite side and was beaten by a better
man, of course there will be seen the
grounds for his statement. I wonder what
the Attorney General would say if I were
to accuse him of being a paid agent of the
Chamber of Mines, which he was until
he became a Minister of the Crown. In
all probability, if we look at some of the
actions that have gone on since, we might
aceuse him of being in the same position
now; but we shall not, hecavse it would
be unfair for us to do it, perhaps.
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When a Minister is prepared to make a
charge like that, a totally unfair and in-
correct one, I say that he should be pre-
pared to take any charges laid against
him., I have given him the epportunity.
It is not taken. The whole of the reply
to the deputation was absolutely unfair,
ineorrect, and misleading. Therefore I
think we are justly entitled to some ex-
planation. As regards the settlement of
the difficulty, so far as 1 am personally
concerned tbere is no one in this country
better pleased to see a settlement of the
tronble than I am, because instead of
seeking for notoriety, as the member for
Perth accuses me of, all T desired was to
gee the position of these workers made
better than I found it ; and I am thank-
ful indeed if we suceeeded. We do not
say that the Government did nothing to
bring about a settlement ; but we say
that had the Government done their duty
in administering the laws of this country,
the trouble would not have lasted more
than a fortnight. The Government
could have settled” it very quickly. Mr.
Lovekin is to be congratulated for what
he did in bringing about the conference
between the opposing parties. To Mr.
Lovekin is due much of the eredit;
and speaking as one of the principals,
I have only good words for his efforts
in bringing about the conference. The
thanks of the country are due to him for
what he did. I had never met him until
this oecasion. T believe the Premier came
on the scene abont two days after we had
been sitting. Just at the time Mr.
Lovekin arranged the conference, I re-
member that the Premier rang up when
I was in the room and arranged with
Senator De Largie to have a conference;
but I was not to be in it. I was barred
by the Premier; but at the time the Pre-
mier was barring me from the confer-
ence, Mr. Lovekin had arranged the con-
ference befween Mr. Smith and myself.
We have had Ministers looking for a
little bit of reflected glory, and they are
entitled to all they can get. We have
some recollection of the Minister for
Mines striving to get some credit and
glory from the Italian Government when
Diver Hughes raised the Italian from
the flooded mine. If all Ministers are
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going to get glory in the same way they
can get it so far as I am conecerned. In
eonncction with the police court fines
there is something we must rectify. The
lepal costs in this country are too high
altogether. I have tasted them and know
what they are and can speak with some
authority. I say it is absolutely impos-
sible for a poor man to get justice in
the courts, that is, the police courts at
any rate. The fines amounted to £50,
but in the case of the Potosi case the fine
was only £10. In the cone case the work-
ers were affected; in the other, the em-
ployers. Even when evidence was being
given the magistrate- would lean over
and tell the shorthand writer not to take
it down, knowing that the case would go
before the Judges to be decided on the
evidence that was taken down in that
book.

Mr, Foulkes: That was the very rea-
son; a certain amount of evidence is not
admissible.

Myr. HOLMAN: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about. I
was giving the evidence.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. HOLMAN (contiiuing) : Before
the adjournment I was dealing with the
case brought at the police court. I wish
to say bere that, ulthough it may not be
considered wise for me to criticise the
magistrates, I maiotain that it is our
bounden duty to get up and protect the
" men who may have to go before the
court at any time. This, in my opinion,
is the place where such action should be
taken. In dealing with this case it is
as well to have the whole of the facts
put before the people, so that in future
action will be taken to see that the
interests of any individual, no wmatter
how poor or humble he may be, will
receive justice in those places where
justice i3 supposed to be meted out.
That justice was. not granted in the
case in question. Take the attitude
of the magistrates. When an ordinary
workman goes inte couri in his
ordinary working clothes he is not
treated with the same respect or courtesy
as a2 wan in a higher position. In this
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case it did not matter what was brought
forward by the other side, they were
always given what they desired—any
amendwents were made which they
asked for. We all know that a.som-
mons can be amended at any time; but,
in this cuse, a very material alteration
was made in the suoimons after the case
had been heard and dealt with. It ap-
peared on the summons that we were
charged with doing something in the
nature of a strike between certain dates
in Perth; when the case had been heard
the words *“in Perth” were struck out.
The magistrate bad heard the case, had
listened to the evidence which was brought
before him, and then altered the aum-
mons to the effect which I have stated.
I contend that heshould certaiuly not have
been allowed to make that alteration.
Again, when the other side desired to
find out the position of the relief funds,
Mr. Magisurate Roe gave an ez parte
order on ihe bank under the provisions
of the Evidence Act. He not only gave
an order to produce certain documents,
but he subsequently amended that order
go that it should cover every document
in connection with the case. This I
maintain was unfair, for no ex parte order
should have been made, as it might have
placed the opposite side at a disadvaniage.
Thia order was made on the West Aus-
tralian Bank, and by it word was given
to the bank to produce certain documents
in order that it could be seen in whose
name the funds were. They not only
brought that document into court, but
they also produced every particular
that they possessed. That is mot
right, and it shows that the whole of
them were working together hand in
band, so that anything possible might
be produced. Again, in the treatment of
witnesses, those who gave evidence on
our side in¢luded many working men
who came straight in from the bush,
and took their place in the witness stand
without having had an interview or con-
versation with a lawyer, or anyone else,
and they were not prepared in any way.
The magistrate allowed them to be bully-
ragged and to be treated more like blo :ks
of jarrah than as men. I had to rise
from my seat in court and protest against
the treatment which was meted out to
these men. The witnesses on the other
side, however, were treated in a very
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different manner., Men who attended
the court were particularly struck with
the unfair treatment to which our wit-
nesses were subjected, apd could not fail
to see the kowtowing” which went
on to the witnesses on the other side.
Some of the latter swore that work
ceased at certwin mills on March 30th,
and that I had been in the vicinity of
these mills in the meantime, the infer-
ence being that my presence had stopped
the working. 1 only went to that mill
six or seven days after the date on
which the mills ceased working, so it
was lopossible therefore for me to have
had any effect upon the action of the
men. That is the evidence we were
convicted on. Other witnesses swore
that owing to the advice I had given
work ceased. As I have told members
here, I did not appeur on the scene at all
until the trouble had existed for u week.
When Mr. Roe guve his decision he
made certain statements that he
had absolutely no right to do. He
exceeded his position as a magistrate.
He referred to some advice alleged to
have been given by me as being dis-
honest. He 1s not there to eriticise my
remarks for, as a pablic man and a repre-
sentative of the people, I can go Lo any
platform and talk as I think fit without
Mr. Roe criticising and saying that any
advice I might tender i¢ dishonest. The
advice rveferred to was this, It was
alleged that 1 said if the men received
78. 3d. they should do work to the value
of 7g. 3d. T repeat that remark here. I
defy Mr. Roe to say that it is dishonest
for a man to give value for the money he
receives. 1 suppose what he wants is for
a man to do 15s. or 16s. worth of work
and only receive 7s. 3d. for it. With
regard to the costs in the action, they
were probably the highest that have ever
been given m a police court case. " The
first Amount claimed wag £441 ls., and
this was subsequently amended to
£486 0s. 2d. The sum allowed was
£263 8s.2d. I would like to ask mem-
bers whether they do nof consider
that the time bas arrived for them
to say that legal costs should ‘be
reduced to such a limit that any man
will have the right to go into court
if bhe has "a grievance, and ry and
get that grievance righted. Under
the present system it is absolutely im-
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possible, so long as these exorbitant
charges are allowed to be made, for any
but a wealthy man to go into court, and
I would advise anyone in this State, if
he is charged with an offence,  to plead
guilty and suffer the penalty instead of
allowing the case to be heard and such
charges to be built up agairst him as was
the case in the action I am referring to.
The sooner that something is done to
cheapen the cost of litigation the better.
Whkhen the Labour Party were in power
an action was brought against a com-
pany, and the solicitor who was employed
to appear for the Government was
allowed £100 for conducting the case.
This snm was granted him on the advice
of the Crown law authorities. Out of
this £100 the whole costs in the action
were paid, including travelling costs,
police court costs, and also the expenses
of the appeal. The Hon. Mr. Moss, in
criticising that bill of costs in another
place, moved a vote of censure on the
Labour Government for what he termed
the heavy fees that were allowed the
lawyer in question, and he said that it
was a scandal and a disgrace that such
fees shonld have been granted. He
added that the police court fees should not
have amounted to more than five or six
guineas, and the cost of an appeal to the
Supreme Court _would not exceed £30.
This was the My gentleman who con-
ducted the case in the police court
recently, and his first charges awounted
to £441, and subsequently were brought
up to £486; eventually they were
allowed as 1 said before at £263. If it
were a scandal and a dlsgra.ce for the
Labour (Fovernment to give £100 to huve
a case conductéed away np in the country,
ot only in the police court, but to follow
it on to the courts of appeal, what can
be said of the fees charged by the gentle-
man in question, considering that he only
appeared in the police court in Perth ?
The huge sum allowed for the costs in
the action proves that it is inipossible
for any union or any working man to
combat a case brought against them in
the police court. It is a disgrace to any
Government that such a state of things
should be allowed to exist. Im the case
in question, even if the men had been in
the wrong, the Government should bave
taken the case up and compelled them
to obey the law. As a matter of fact,
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bowever, the men did obey the law, and
the only mistake was that many of them
did not remove from their homes at the
mills, but tried to stav there until they
could get work to do elsewhere. If
these men had shifted away at once, had
left their homes with their wives and
children, and had made a camp for them
out in the bush, it could not have been
alleged that they broke the law at all.
I am pleased that the trouble is over,
and as far as I am personally concerned
—and the same remark applies to all
the members on this side of the House
—I will do my utmost to got the
employees and the employers in the
timber trade to work in harmony with
one another. To show that we were in
earnest in that desire I may say that
pever has it occurred before that work
has been resumed so quickly after the
settlement of a dispute between employers
and employees as was the case in con-
nection with the thnber trouble. The
settlement took place on a Friday evening,
and on the following ‘l'wesdav morning
every mill owned by the company could
have been worked by as many men as
were at the various centres. As o matter
of fact, however, all the mills could not
be put to work at once, as there wete not
sufficient bush workers to bring in the
timber to the mills. If in the future
there is any farther trouble in connection
with Millars’ Company Lheir concessions
should be cancelled and they ghould be
made to comply absolutely with the laws
of the land. I would suggest that it
would be advisable for the Governmnent
to take over and work some of the timber
mills in order to show what can be done
in convection with the timber industry.
The work we did throughout that trouble
was simply to provide food and clothing
for the women and children and for some
of the men, and to prevent others from
going away. It speaks well for us that
no viclence at all was offered by the
men. Although I have had a varied ex-
perience in this and other States, I never
saw so much misery and poverty as I did
during the four months’ timber trouble.
The Governwent should see that some
provision is made by which workers at
the mills can take up a bit of land for
themselves, where they can make a home
so that when the timber mills have cut
out the timber, the men will be able to
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gebw living on the land. 'I'hecasel have
referred to is not the only one about
which I have to complain of the
magistrate. Only a few days ago
another instance occurred in connection
with another trouble. And here is
a mnice specimen of a magistrate to
meet out justice. I am referring to a
magistrate called Lovegrove. This isa
nice thing for a man to bump up against
in the bush. The man charged was only
a settler on the land, and therefore should
not reeeive nny consideration. Theman's
name was Tischer, who was brought up
and charged with refusing to close a gate
on a public-road. The magistrate said:

This is simply a faction fight.

Tischer: It is a matter of prin-
ciple with me. 1 have taken up
land under the liberal laws of the
country, and I expect an outlet from
‘my property to the market.

Lovegrove: Well, you shut the
gates across the road.

Tischer: Public funds have been
expended on that road, and it is the
main road from the settlement to
-the township.

Lovegrove: If the roads bhoard
likes to permit the gates, you should
have nothing to say about it.

Tischer: But surely we can ex-
press an opinion. .

. Lovegrove: You should do what
the roads board tells you; and I'll
make you do it. :

Tischer: Yes, but I can appeal
against your decision.

Lovegrove: I won’t argue with
you. I know all about it. You
can’t tell me, you know.

Tischer: But what aboul all the
public money that has been spent
on it ?

. Lovegrove: God spare my life!
This is a specimen of the settlers!
You can’t talk to them. Tt's no
use. .
Then he adjourned the Court. I thiok,
God-spare-my-life-Lovegrove ought to
bave short shrift from the Governwent.
Mr. Foulkes: Mr. Lovegrove denies it.
Mr. HOLMAN : I met Mr. Tischer on
one of my visits to the South-West, and
he explained the whole of the facts of
the case to me, .and I am prepared to
believe him and the published reports
rather than what Mr. Lovegrove may
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say now. Mr. Tischer said that the
statement which appeared in the Press
was not half as strong as what took
place in court. Is a man to be brought
before the court and treated like a dog ?
We sghould not allow that in a free
country. Lovegrove stated he knew all
about the case bhefore he went on the
bench. Was he a fit man to goona
bench to adjudicate? But this magis-
trate is not the only one who knew all
about the case before going on the
bench. The gentleman I have referred
to previously knew a lot about the
case which he was going to hear before
he went oo the bench. I heard before I
went ioto court that I was going to be
potted. Only recently on the Murchison
we had a magistrate dealing with a matter
—but perhaps the member for Cue can
gpeak of that case more fully than I can.
Anyone who reads the report of that
commissioner will say that beyond doubt
the charges made, if they could be called
charges—the statements, I prefer to
refer to them as—made by the member
for Cue weré absolutely true. The magi.
trate could bear that onl, but he said
nothing because the person he was deal-
ing with was a Government servant. The
member for Pilbarra drew attention to
the action of & magistrate in the North-
West—another nice specimen of a magis-
trate. Then we have the magistrate who
dealt with the famous Gerald Browne
case. That was a case in which a man
was killed when running away. It
was absolutely unnecessary for the
shota to be firedt The man was
running away, but the police kunew him,
and could have secured him at uny other
time, but Gerald Browne, who shot the
man, was supposed to be of high standing
and of good family, therefore wasallowed
to leave the State. We know very well
that bad it been a policeman who, 1n the
execution of bhis duty, shot a man whe
was committing a robbery, that policeman
would bave had to stand his trial, and
justly so, hecause a life should not be
taken by anyone. But in regard to the
case of Gerald Browne, the police knew
the mun he was following, and there
being several policemen lo the one man
they should have surrcunded him and
taken him, proving themselves to be wen.
Tt was cowardly to shoot at a man who
was running away, and it is a standing
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disgrace to the Justice Depariment that
Gerald Browne should be allowed to leave
the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not reflect on the administration of
the department if bhe reflects on the
Ministers. The hon. member has full
power to place any matter he has to com-
plain about, such as the conduct of a
magistrate, before the House by sub-
slantive motion drawn up in proper
form. The hon. member bas the power,
if he wishes, to bring before the House in
that manner the conduct of a magistrate.

Mr. HOLMAN: If Gerald Browne
had not left the country, I would have
moved the adjournment of the House,
and compelled the Grovernment to make
him stand his trial. I am not reflecting
on the department. As far as my limited
knowledge will allow me, I aw pointing
out the action which has taken place
when another course of action should
have been followed. I will refer to a
case which occurred in the North-Weat
where a man under great provocation
took up ‘a gun and shot another man
who had treated him badly. That man
was brought before a mnagistrate three
times I believe, and was allowed to go.
But the department brought that man
to Perth, placed him before the Court, and
and he received & sentence of six years.
That was months after the crime took
place. If it was just to allow Gerald
Browne, because he was the son-in-law
of an ex-Governor of this State, to leave
the country with a crime on his hands,
it wag quite justifiable to allow this other
man to go. However, the offender was
charged three times before a magistrate
in the North-West; but he was a poor
man, and the Govermnent must make an
example of somebody. It is time in-
fluence was done away with. If a work-
ing man has to stand his trial for taking
the life of another, then the son-in-law
of a Glovernor should be compelled to
stand in the dock. T feel deeply about
a case like this, because it places wvs in
this position. We have had to stand
our trial, and the poor man is at a dis-
advantage, while the rich man has all
the udvantages. One of the objects of
the Labour party throughout the
world is to see that all men are
placed on the one footing, and not
allow men with ‘influence to escape.
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A case took place at Kalgoorlie over
sweating sovereigns, but I do not intend
to condone a crime in any way; if a
man breaks the law he should suffer the
penalty, and Gerald Browoe should have
guffered the penalty when he broke the
law. In the case I am referring to,
which oceurred at Kalgoorlie, the three
men charged each received a penalty of
three years’ imprisonment. 1 have the
Judge’s remarks here on the case and we
find that be said the men were equally
guilty. But one man was let out four
or five months ago after serving 18
monthe seotence; this case has been
brought under my notice; L do not re-
member the circumstances exactly. I ve-
member seeing it in the paper; but the
wother of one of the men who is in gaol
has placed the case before me. Theman
whom I wish to refer to assisted the police
when they were in danger of being kicked
ormaimed forlife. Therewassometrouble
at Kurrawang and this man came forward
and assisted the police, and is therefore
entitled to some consideration for that.
When the Judge delivered sentence he
considered that the three men were
equally guilty, but one man is let out
after servirg a sentence of 18 months.
If one man is let out all of them should
be let out, they should be treated alike.
Here is a case in which the Attorney
General could exercise his clemency and
releage the other man. The Attorney
General knows the man I refer to, and
he is im & position to exercize his
clemency, and I do not think in thie
case he would be doing any harm if he
allowed the other two men to go, or at
least one of them. T do mnot think one
man sheuld be let out and the others
kept in. I bhave been rather lengthy in
my remarks, but I have had some im-
portant matters to place before the
House. I bave tried to do my duty:
my sole idea being not to criticise those
on the other side of the House, but
to place before the people of the
country the necessity for taking a
stand to protect the interests of the
people of the State. It'is my desire to
do all T can to bring about progress and
prosperity to the State. I only hope the
Government will in their wisdom take
notice of some of the remarks I have
made and administer the laws of the
country alike to the rich and the poor,
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and not as has beeu done in the pasi ior
the advantage of omne side alone.  There
are a number of matters I desire to
touch upon, but I will not transgress
longer. If I bave transgressed the rules
of debate to-night I have done s0 un-
intentionally and for the sole purpose of
placing before the House wy views as
well as T could.

Mr. J. BREBBER (Noith Perth) :
My reason for rising to-night to address
the House on the Address in reply to
his Excellency’s Speech is that there are
two matters in regard to which I cannot
coincide with the proposals of the Gov-
ermment, Had it not been for those two
items, I should not now take up the
time of the House. Those matiers are
the graving dock for Fremantle, and the
establishment of freezing works in the
North-West. But hbefore dealing with
those subjects, I should like to congratu-
late the Giovernment on their resolution
to carry forward the proposed taxation of
land values, and I assure the (overn-
ment that my support will be freely given
on that matter. I desire also to con-
gratulate the Government on the fact
that they are recognising the resources of
our North-West country and am
pleased to think they are going to assist
tn the development of those resources by
sinking for artesian water, and by the
construction of railways from Port Hed-
land to Marble Bar and from Nannine to
Black Range. Those are works for
which the Government deserve credit for
introducing ; and one DMinister in par-
ticular deserves credit for bringing the
resources of the North-West prominently
before the people of the State. The
Minpister for Mines has devoted much
time and energy to this subject; he has
gone through that country and examined
it for himself; and having returned with
a personal knowledge of those great
resources, he has placed them clearly
before the public, so that we can recog-
nige what a great asset we have there.
Another matter on which the Govern-
ment deserve to be coogratulated is
erect three light-
houses on the North-West coast. At
no distant date the Commonwealth
will take over the control of light
houses, and if we have not by that time
erected sufficient lighthouses on our
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extensive coast-line, our prospect of
getting them after the Commonwealth
has assumed control is, T am afraid,
small indeed, it we may judge the Com-
monwezlth’s actions in the future by
what they have been in the past in
regard to this State. A board of
engineers is at present comsidering-the
best scheme for supplying the metro-
politan area with water, and I trust that
whatever decision iz arrived at the Gov-
ernment will consider well the future
reqirements of the ecity and wmetropoli-
tan area. Let us have no pottering
patched-up scheme which will only serve
for a few years, and which in theend
will run the city and surroundings dis-
triets into a heavy expenditure. With
regard to the dock at Fremantle, I am
sorry the (Glovernment have taken up
this question. The dock question is not
one affecting only Fremantle or Perth or
any particular district; it is a national
question. The harbour works at Fre-
mantle were built, not for Fremantlealone,
but for the £tate; and if a graving dock
i3 to be built, at Fremantle or elsewhere, it
should be for the benefit of the whole of the
State. My disappointment in this matter
is because the Government have decided
upon a site in direct opposition te the
opinions of the best experts we have had
here. I had an opportunity last session
of quoting the figures and remarks of
one engineer who reported on the project ;
but there is one paragraph which I did
not then quote ; and as it shows that the
experts are distinetly opposed to the site
now chosen by the Government, T shall
quote it to-night:— - -
¢ Consideration may now be given
to the question of sile for the
graving-dock. On a plan forwarded
with this report I have shown seven
- sites which at one time or another
have been proposed, namely : No. 1
at Arthur's Head, No. 2 at Rous
Head, No. 3 oo north side near and
below the railway bridge, No. 4 on
the south side just above the rail-
way bridge, No. 5 on the north side
above Brown Point, No. 6 on the

gouth side at Preston Point, No. 7’

on north side of Rocky Bay. The
three sites below the bridge should,
in my opinion, be dismissed at once,
for the reason that in so small a
harbour a large vessel about to be
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docked or undocked, even in ecaly
weather, would be a great obstruc
tion to shipping either entering the
harbour, coming alongside, or leaving
the wharves, especially the one or
the north side.”
That is the one at Rous Head which
the Government have decided on, ané
which has been condemned in no un.
measured terms -by the best expert:
on this question- we bhave ever had in the
State. Closely associated with thi:
question of a dock site is the opening ug
of the river to Perth. That is no new
question. It received consideration Dby
the James Government and by previow
Governments; and it has always beer
recognised that the opéning up of the
river is a matter calculated to Denefit
the whole - of the State, and therefore
should be taken up by the Government
That Mr. Walter James recognised thi
is shown by his purchase of land for 2
high-level bridge to connect with Cottes.
loe atation, which formed part of th
scheme for the establishment of r dock

‘T Lave no objection to a graving dncl

being constructed at Rocky Bay. M;
own constituency has no interest in this
dock question, which more particularly
affects Fremantle than any other part of
the State; but if we are not going
have the Lest site, let us at least haw
the second best, which according to the
experts is at Rocky Bay. In this matte
the present - Government have throw
aside the policy of every preceding
Government, and started on a new line
of policy. These changes of policy ar
not desirable. We have a splendic
ilustration of this in the city of Perth
Sowe years ago u commission sat to in.
quire 1Into the best means of getting over
the difficulty of the cily streets crossing
the -rajlway, and- that commissiol
recommended that e railway viaduct be
construcled from West Perth to Eas
Perth,; so that the whole of the street:
might then pass under the viaduet
That was adopted as the policy of the
Government of the day. The Com.
missioner of Railways recognised tha
poliey up to a certain point. A bonw
was given to ope individual for design
ing a bridge at William Street that woul¢
meet the requirements of that policy
That design was afterwards altered ir
the direction of making the bridge of
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cheaper copslruction in the centre, in
order that when the viaduet was built the
cost, of connection would be lessened and
the ramps could still serve as approaches
to the high-level station. A bridge at
Beaufort Street was also part of the
viaduct scheme, and these bridges were
to be connected in the centre, thus giving
access to every part of the high-level
station. That was a splendid scheme by
. which William Street, Melbourne Road,
and every other crossing street might
have had through connection under the
viaduct. But the Commissioner has
changed his views, and there js now
being built at Beaufort Sireet a bridge
which must be entirely destroyed if the
policy of a previous Government is
carried out and a viaduct built. In this
connection also I desire to know from
the Minister for Railways what his en-
gineer's estimate would be for cost of
reducing the gradient of the approaches
to the Beaufort Street bridge 2ft. 6in.
Plans were presented to the City Council
showing a bridge with the approach
gradients reduced to the extent of 3ft.;
but the Commissioner states that it is
impossible to reduce the gradient, the
result being that the new bridge is to be
built with a ramp as dangerous as the
old one. I am led to believe that for a
paltry expenditure of an additional
£2,000 that gradient could be cut down
2ft. 6iv. in the ramps. I am quoting
these bridges to show the House that it
is not a good thing for one Government
to adopt a certain policy, and a succeed-
ing Government to entirely alter that
policy and take up another; and this is
an illustration of what is going on in
regard to the Fremantle dock. The
policy of a previous Government was to
place the dock at the best possible site in
the river; but the present Government
has thrown over that policy, and decided
to place the dock at a site which has been
condemned in no unmeasured terms by
the best experts. I do not desire to
labour this question now, but an oppor-
tunity will again occur to refer to it, and
I shall be prepared with figures to fight
it. I come now to another matter in the
Speech in rvegard to which [ aum not at
one with the Government—the proposed
freezing works in the North. Freezing
works would certainly be a good thing
for those pastoralists who have cattle to
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send in; but T would ask the Govern.
meat to consider how this proposal is
going to affect the people of the State.
‘We have recently opened up a new stock
route to the North, and the Guvernment
should consider how this latest proposal
is likely to affect those who have had to
find meney to open up that stock ronte.
I say, the best of it, the prime stock,
will be put iuto those freezing works,
and be sent Home or to vther markets of
the world where it will command the
highest price ; and the second-class stock
will be sent to the markets of the South.
I do not think the State is justified in
imposing taxatien for a work of that
kind. I will read a few figures which
astonished me when I was collecting
them. If we are to subsidise the pastoral
industry in the Nor'-West, we must ask,
Who will benefit? I have here the
names of six firms who have leased an
area, of 13,214,280 acres, or very nearly
half the area of England; and we are
about to make these people a present of
£36,000. In the Ashburton district one
firm alone owns 670,000 acres. It
seems to me this industry is of such
proportions that a paltry sum of £36,000
1s neither here nor there to the pastor-
alists who will receive it. The erection
of such works ought to be left to those
who require them. Let the pastoralists
push their own business with their own
capital, and do not tax the State to build
freezing works for firms of that magni-
tude. I should say, if the Government
will build those freezing works and take
the management of them, and see that
they are mot run to the injury of the
country, there will be some reason or
excuse for the expenditure; otherwise I
can see none whatever. I should prefer
the Government to use £36,000 in boriog
for coal in that eountry which geologists
have recognised to be probably coal-
bearing—from the Irwin River down to
Moora. If we look at any geological
map, we shall find it stated that this
will probably be coal-bearing country.
If coal be discovered in that country, it
will form one of the finest assets of the
State; not only that, it will be the
making and the saving of the Murchison
Goldfields. The Murchison District is
very scantily timbered, and there is
dificulty in finding firewood. A good
coalfield there would be quite as valuable



206 . Address-in-Eeply:
as the Murchison Goldfield is to this
State.

Mr. Taylor: The country of which
you speak is all in the Midland Com-
pany’s area.

Mr. BREBBER: No. The country I
speak of as probably coal-bearing extends
not only over the Midland lands but over
a great tract owned by the Government.
[Mr. Taylor: Where?] In different
sections sandwiched between the sections
owned by the Midland Company. And
whether coal is found on the company’s
lands or not, surely if we discover such
an asset on any lands, the State will be
benefited ? T do not wisb to detain the
House. My principal reason for drawing
attention "to the two matters I have
mentioned is that the Governwment may
understand from the start that on these
points, so far as I can judge, the reasons
they have advanced lead me to think
that I canunot support them. I shall,
therefore, reserve myself the right to
provide such figures as will make my
arguments more convincing when these
matters come before the House. I thank
members for the attention T lave
received.

Hon. F, H. PIESSE (Katanning):
Before dealing with the subjects men-
tioned in the Governor's Speech I should
like to offer my congratulations to you,
Sir, upon your again assuming the Chair.
I am also pleased as an old member to
gee you in such excellent health. In
reference to the Speech, paragraphs 2
and 3 deal with subjects which are dear
to my heart, subjects in which I have
for many years taken an intense intevest.
Though I recognise the importance of
the mining industry, which has done z0
much for Western Australia, and so
much for those people with whow T have
been closely associated, yet we cannot
lose sight of the fact that we have
in our pagtoral and agrieultural in-
dustries a most tinportant factor in the
building-up of the national interests of
this State. It is gratifying indeed to
find that land selection has been so ex-
tensive, amounting as it has under the
conditional purchase regulations to some-
thing over 810,000 acres during the past
year. The area is not so great in com-
parison with past selections, but the
tenure carries with it those obligations
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which I think we all agree ure necessary
for the development of the country’s in-
terests. The conditions will secure the
cultivation of the seil, the carrying out
of the varied improvements required,
and will in a great measure remove those
objections raised in the past against so
much land being held without the de-
velopment demanded by the land laws.
I am pleased indeed to find that the Gov-
ernment inteud to take a new step by
preparing some of our heavily-timbered
lands in different parts of the -State,
ringbarking and otherwise fitting them
for the occupation more particularly of
the new settler. A Jarge area has been
set apart in the South-Western District,
bordering as it does upon the Balgarrup
and the Bridgetown rivers; and this
area will, T am sure, after some recent
personal experience, show a most grati-
fying result. The methoeds which the
(Fovernment are initiating, and which
have actnally been commenced, were i
the past considered very doubtful. So
long ago as eight years, one of the late
Ministers for Lands, Mr. Richardson,
strongly urged upon the then Govera-
ment the carrying out of work of a
similar nature; and I believe it was in
consequence of the objection of Sir John
Forrest that Mr. Richardson relinquished
his post. Although we have had so
many gentlemen cccupying the important
position of Minister for Lands, and they
have all dome good work, yet to Mr.
Richardsen are due the thanks of this
country for adding in different ways to
our land legislation; but at that time his
proposal was thought to be perhaps a
step boo far in advance of the requirements
of the day, the protection of the timber
being so essential. He did carry out a
porticn of this work, and the results have
been satisfactory. And although T did
not see eye to eve with him at the time
in all his proposals, and looked on this
proposal to ringburk and prepare land
for settlers in advance of settlement as
perhaps a doubtful proceeding fraught
with some danger, I am now convinced
that the work iz necessary in certain
localities. And the good work which is
being done to-day in the locality I bave
mentioned will, T am sure, repay this
country fourfold, perhaps a hundrerdfold,
in the future. To see the country in its
virgin condition, studded as it 1s with
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heavy timber, some of it valuable which
could be reserved, and the remainder
useless, together with the dreaded poison
plant which has done so much to pre-
vent, the progress of this country; and
to see the country, as T have seen it re-
cently, denuded of the superfluous timber
and of the poison plant—to see it after
burning—wasa surprising to me, though
I bad known the courtry for so many
years. I am satisfied that the expendi-
ture incurred will well repay the State,
and I am looking forward to a great
advancement as a result of the experi-
ment which has just been commenced.
I commend the Government for their
action. T have in the past gone well into
this matter, preferring to test the country
persooally, and now having tested it, I
am satisfied that the public will even-
tually appreciate the work which is being
done. 'The poison plant has been respon-
sible for many setbacks in this country.
It has retarded the settlement of that
part of the country of which 1 now speak ;
and the earlier settlers have been faced
with difficulties and with great losses
too; but the difficulty is to-day being
overcome. 1 am not speaking without
experience. Recently, in conjunction
with my brothers, 1 have cleared an
area of something like 14,000 acres
of poison lands. These have now stood
the test of three years; and only recently
I saw them, and they are all capable of
safely carrying stock. Thig is turning
to account land which at one time was
termed a waste, and it is & question how
valuable this country will become. TIn
my opinion, the clearing of the land at a
cost to me of 6s. per acre, that is in-
cluding ring-barking and fencing, has
added 15s. an acre to its value, thus
proving that we are undertaking work in
which the funds of the country way be
safely expended. I bave noticed in the
Speech the references to mixed farming ;
and I am pleased to note, too, that the
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. Mitchell)
evidently takes an intense interest in the
work of the Agricnltural Department
which he controls. Much of that work
is of an initiatory character, and will
have to be watched with care. Though
much adverse comment has arisen from
the importation to the State of cows for
dairying purposes, vet the expenditure
after all 1s not large; but before the
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experiment is carried out on an extensive
scale I should like to see the result of the
first investment. However, I am con-
fident from my own Lknowledge of
the country that we shall see a
great impetus given to dairving. The
country to the south, and over the
south-western corner of the State has a
climate unequalled in Australia. Cool
nights, tempered as they are by the
breezes of the Great Australian Bight,
add to the country a charm which brings
people to it; and at the same time 1t
means that we can carry un the dairying
industry without resorting to artificial
means of cooling. If we watch the
returns given from time to time by the
Government Meteorologist, we see that
the thermometer frequently goes down
during the summer months as low as 40
degrees, and we know that the days,
though hot, are short in the hours of
beat, and the nights are invariably ceol.
1 bave tested by practical experience the
making of butter—not a large quantity,
but at the rate of about 120 pounds a
week. It is all done without artificial
means of cooling, simply by having
properly constructed buildings, The
butter did not require any setting. It
kept hard throughout the day. This
goes to show that, although so much has
been said about unsuitability of this
State for dairying, when we are over-
taking some of the other industries, I am
satisfied it will play a prominent part in
the future welfare of the State. [M~.
Joknson : What was the number of cows
you milked ?P] It was at the rate of
about 5% pounds per cow. It was kept
on proper principles of bookkeeping,
showing the profits at the prices paid
then, Is. 4d. down to 1s. 1d. per pound.
Of course these prices were slightly in
advance of the imported article; because,
being local, the people prefer it to the
imported at certain parts of the year. It
was haod-made with the cream separator,
and with the best means that could be
procured on a small seale. Theexcellent
results proved to me that the country
would be equal to other parts of
Australia, not growing, perhaps, grasses
as luxuriantly as in seme parts where they
have deep rivers and excellent watel
supply, but equal to the Goulbourn
Valley and Euroa country, and other
places famed in Vietoria. [Mr. Johnson
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Did you give special feed ?] The cows
were fed on the natural grasses and with
bran and chaff at certain periods. With
reference to the question of stock, it is
most gratifying to find that the stock
have increased in large numbers. Know-
tng the South-West for 32 years, where
there has leen no inerease—in fact a
decrease—in the sheep returns for 20
years, I find to-day that we are beginning
to have & larger number of sheep placed
there. We have 75,000 in the Williawns
district, and 197,000 in the Katanning
and Wagin districts, which brings the
number up to 270,000. This, as com-
pared with the returns 10 years ago of
110,000, shows a very encouraging in-
crease indeed, and I think my words
uttered in this House previously will
be confirmed by rvesults in less time
than T anticipated. I said two years ago
that we would have a million sheep
grazing on that area. I have no doubt
in my wind about it now, because of the
methods that are heing adopted, and
because of the way the country is being
brought under subjection and dealt with
in regard to improved . ways of grazing.
Grasses which have heen planted, start-
ing from very small results eight or nine
years ago, are now beginning to be
turned to profitable acconnt; and we
hear to-day-of the 50 acres and the 100
acres of paspalum, rape, and other
fodders that have been planted, as
against the few roods planted some years
ago. One man engaged in farming n
that distriet has brought into it as much
as 35cwt, of grass seed this year. I
speak again from my own experience. I
have proved for four vears by grazing
upon these grasses that this comntry will
reiurn good results, and that grasses, if
carefully grazed, will not be fed out.
Each day we learn more, and so it goes
to show that we will be adding wealth to
the country by the maproved methods
adopted. The wool of that district has
realised the highest prices on the London
market for Western Australian wool,
reaching the high figure of 1s. 4id. in
the grease, and I may add that the weight
of the wool per sheep has improved
from about 5lbs. for the fleece to 9lbs.,
at which weight some of the more im.
portant breeds shear. So it goes to show
we are daily advancing. It is not a
question entirely for what may be termed
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the squatter; but it is a question for the
wixed farmers turning to account on the
biennial system fields before covered with
wheat and other cereals. Thus they
are not ouly improviug their financial
position, but also improving their land.
I said to the farmers when speaking this
year on the low price of grain and the
short crops garnered, that I considered
that the land, cultivated as it has been,
had improved in value by 4s. or 5s. per
acre, because of ifs greater grass carry-
ing capabilities, and because of the
larger number of stock that would resuit
therefrom. Then comes the question of
lamb export that hag been alluded to as
on2 of our growing and future important
indostries. Recent shipments to London
proved that our lamb is equally ap-
preciated there with that of the Eastern
Stlates und New Zealand, and it is only a
question' of time when we shall be send-
ing - away large quantities from the
South-West; aund the Fastern and
Northern districts will participate in the
trade, so that in a few years we shall be
equal to the Eastern States and closely
following upon the track of New Zea-
land in our lamb export. It is a question
of the near future—unot more than eight
or 10 years—when we shall show a
tremendous change in this country.
‘With reference to the matter touched on
by the member for North Perth (Mr.
Brebber), that of freezing, which is so
closely allied to the-stock guestion, I
wish to say at this stage that although
the matter has been handled and financed
by capitalists in other parts of Australia,
still we must not forgot that equal
assistance has Deen given in certain
other cases, such as the bonus on hutter,
and assistance inother directions afforded
by the Bastern Governments. Therefore
I think that, safely guarded and properly
protected in every direction so that the in-
terests of the country will not suffer, the
proposal of the Government is upon the
right lines, We must do something to
help forwacd these industries. Although
I will not go so closely iuto the matter
ag I shall when it comes before the
House in the proposals the Government
will place before us, yet at the sawme
time upon first appearances, and with
the understanding that due protection
will be afforded to the State’s interests
and to the smaller producer, I am in
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accord with the Government. We have
talked so inuch, and a good deal has
been said of the progress of the State;
we have heard so much of wized farm-
ing, prospective dairying, and the wool
industry, and of the wheat, in fact of
the Eenera.l growth of the country; but
there is oue ~ thing which the Govern-
ment must take in band. I understand
they are doing so, because we bave it
evidenced in their determination to bring
the railways into touch with the people,
and to lelp the producer. T am refer-
ring to the question of dealing with the
railway rates. I have spoken strongly
on the subject before. T think there is
much to be done in this direction to
foster our latent industries, and to build
up the country, and then in a few years
to obtain an adequate return. It may
be for a time only prospective, it may be
discouraging, bust still I always think
that if we can settle a large number of
people, say 20 to 50 where one or two
are to-day, then the country must
benefit. It is slow work und it means a
good deal of perseverance and hard
struggling for the people on the land;
therefore I think the Governwment should
immediately tuke into consideration this
question of railway rates; and I would
remind themn that it is not wise to allow
the question to slumber uatil we require
to carry our produce. One of the
greatest drawbacks to the industry this
year was the plteration to the rates at so
late a date as the 8th February. Tf
enabled speculators to get in early, and
farmers did not benefit to the extent
that they should have done Dby the
alteration.

The Minister for hines and Raihways :
It was the 28th January; you may be
referring to the amendment,

Hon. ¥. H. PIESSE: I must say the
Minister was most anxious to do what
he could, although we did not get all T
expected would he given to the farmers
and producers. [Jir. Johnson: The far-
mers got nothing.] I will show that they
got something. I think the Minister de-
serves eredit, though I do not eonsider he
went far enough at the time. Members
may say it is useless to the wheat-grow-
ing country if the rascally millers have
the resnlis of the hard work of the people
on the land. The rascally miller has
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been talked of a good deal in this House
and outside. {Jfr. Johwson: By the
farmers.] XNot so much farmers as num-
bers who do not recognise the true position.
I do not eome before members without
my facts. I spent several days in look-
ing up the information; I have gone
through the files of the three principal
Eastern States papers, and through our
own files, and I bhave searched my private
records, ‘and I am going to show that
the farmer last vear received enual priees
to those paid in the Eastern States.
These adverse comments have been made.
I waut it to be understood that people
are at perfeet liberty to talk as they
please, but at the same time they should
be fair and should not disparage an in-
dustry whieh has cost the people eogaged
in it about £143,000 for the necessary
buildings and machinery. Speaking as one
who bas bhad the longest experience in
milling in this State—sinee 1891—and
as one at the present time engaged in

I know that with the exception of
ﬁve years during that period, the balance
has been on the wrong side of the ledger
for me. We wust not forget this that
it is not that we were not always able to
buy satisfactorily, but beeause we had
the difficulty which has long faeed the
industry of dispelling the prejudice
against Western Australian flovr. I am
glad to say thal to-day that prejudice
is much less than it used to he, especially
in the far North where it used to be
worst. In that part of the eountry
the Western Australian millers are now
geting about one-third of the business.
TWe have succeeded in getting 23,000 tons
of the business of the more settled parts
and there has heen a falling off in the
imports of flour of from 15,000 tons
5 years ago to 6,000 tons last year. Al-
though the figures are not yet available,
the prospeets for this year, taking the
preseni importations as a guide, are that
the gnantity imported witl not be more
than 4,000 tons, so that you see the im-
portations are gradually diminishing.
Yon might say that that is all very well,
but that the millers are putting the
money into their own pockets, and that
the poor farmer gets nothing. Some say
that the prices paid here last season were
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from 3d. to 6d. per bushel less than those
paid in the Eastern States. This is
erroneous. If we are to come to the
question of values as compared with the
world’s rates, then we must make the
same comparisons here as in the Eastern
States. Before the reduetion was made
in the railway rates the price at Northam
for wheat was 2s. 8d. In any event, the
reduction did not mean more than 1d.
per bushel. The figures that I will now
quote refer to the values in January,
February, and March before the redue-
tion was made. This will be quite suffi-
cient for my purpose. As I have said

2s, 8d. per bushel was paid for wheat:

at the Northam mills—and I have
these figures on the declared authority
of the people engaged in the
business, That was before the redue-
tion ; they paid 2s. 9d. after the reduc-
tion, a great deal of wheat coming in in
the meantime. [Mr. Underwood : The
papers must have misreported the
prices then, for they stated that wheat
was 2s. 6d. a bushel.] I have all the
reports here and I hope any member
will trip me up afterwards if I am in-
correct. I have come here to-night to
put before you the true faets of the case,
and I will do so as fairly and squarely
as I ean. In faet, in my figures I am
giving the benefit to the farmer rather
than taking it from him. Now the price
paid at Northam was 2s. 8d.. The rail-
age under the reduced rate was 9s. 3d,,
or equal to 3d. per bushel, making a
price of 2s. 11d. at Fremantle. With
regard to Katanning wheat for Fre-
mantle the price paid was 2s. 7d., the
railage 15s. 3d., or equal to 5d. per
bushel, and the price therefore at Fre-
mantle was 3s. It might be contended
that the Katanning returns should be
given as if the article went to Albany,
seeing that that is the nearest port. To
deal with the figures therefore from that
point of view, there will be the original
price of 2s. 7d. for the wheat and the
railage charge of 3%4d., making a total
at the port of Albany of 2s. 10%d.
The price in Adelaide for the same
months was to farmers 2s. 10%d., and
on shipboard 2s. 11l4d. I have gone
through every file to-day myself care-
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fully, and that is the exact amount paid.
You will see therefore from these figures
that the price on shipboard is 1d. more
than the farmer's price, but the differ-
ence does not go to the farmer but to the
man who has to deal with the shipping.
Consequently, we can take it that the
price in Adelaide is 2s. 10144, as against
2s. 10%4 at Albany from Katanning, 3s.
at Fremantle from Katanning, and 2s.
11d. at Fremantle from Northam. There-
fore there is shown a benefit to the far-
mer here of %4d. per bushel. Now to
deal with wheat bought for export. With
the 1214 per cent. less for railage, the
prices were—Northam, wheat 2s. 10%d;
Katanning, wheat (at Fremantle), 2s.
11144, (at Alhany), 25, 10d. It will be
seen that in this ease also the ecompari-
song are still favourable to this State.
The London price for the same date was
30s. per quarter of 4801bs., equal to 3s.
9d. per bushel. The freight which by
the way is more favourable from Ade-
laide to the European markets than from
here—but I will give you the benefit of
that—amounts to elose upon 7%d. per
bushel. The charges, which eover wharf-
age and all expenses in conneetion with
the bringing of the product to its des-
tination amount to 2l4d., leaving a total
therefore for freight and charges of,
934d4. Let this 934d. be deducted from
the 3s, 9d, which was the existing price
in Liondon, and it Jeaves a total of 2s.
11Y4d. as the value of the produet at the
port. That really corresponds with the
price which is paid here for the wheat.
The price of flour in Adelaide for the
same months was from £6 12s. 6d. to £7
25, 6d. 'The former figure was the “ent”
price for the purpose of securing the
trade as against our competition, and the
exporters are prepared to reduce the
price 7s. 6d. in order to defeat the West-
ern  Australian miller. The price at
Perth and Fremantle at whichr contracts
for the whole of the year were made
with tlie hakers and large consumers was
from £6 15s. to £7 s, so that you see
that once more the prices compare
favourably with those in Adelaide. Darly
in May last a rise took place in the price
of wheat in the Eastern States, and it
went up to 3s. 3d. for farmers’ wheat
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and to 3s. 4d. for shipping purposes. This
advance was brought aboui owing to an
expected shortage in the Enropean mar-
kets. Speculations took place in the
old world, and it is that which brought
the temporary inflation of values. It
was thought later that there was no jus-
tification for the rumour, and prices
then dropped from 3d. to 4d. a bushel
Subsequently more accurate statistics
were made available and the faet was
diselosed that there was a real shortage
and another rise took place, and the
prices ruling to-day were confirmed by
the world’s values. I would point out
that there is a good deal of specnlation
now in the wheat buying in the Eastern
States. The price ruling in Adelaide
to-day is from 3s. 9d. to 3s. 11d. and in
Melbourne from 4s. to 4s.  0l%d.
Flour for export ranges from £8B
10s. to £8 15s. in Adelaide, and
in Melbourne £9 5s. The high
price ruling there now has been brought
about by the big demand for export to
New Zenland in conseguence of the high

price of fiour in that colony. To-day in.

Western Australia, the price at which any
miller will sell Hour is £8 10s., which is
equal to the price ruling in Adelaide, and
muech lower than that in Melbourne.
TWheat to-day is worth and is being paid
for at the rate of 3s. 5d. at Northam, the
valoe at the port being 3s. 8d. This
means that the price is only about 2d.
less than is being paid in Adelaide. The
wheat is being bought by the millers who
unfortunately have contracted heavily,
and the price is as high as they ean afford
to pay. Certainly there was a period
here when a depression in the price ex-
isted, and it did not recover in the way
it did in the Eastern States as there were
not the people here to push it npwards.
Also we had not the quantity of wheat.
Most of the wheat was in the bands of
the shippers or the millers in the early
part of the year. The price last season
was very different from that ruling in
the preceding one, for in the latter ease
we honght wheat early in the season at
3s. 4d. and it snhsequently went down to
2s. Sd., the result being that those farmers
who sold their wheat early obtained a
much better price than those who sold
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later. It was just the reverse this year,
when the price was low carly in the sea-
son, but has increased considerably since.
As one of those associated with the trade
and more particularly with the milling
industry, my experience goes to show that
the same thing applies to wheat as to
other commodities, and that is that we
have to work upon averages. Unfortu-
nately it happens frequently, and has
done so this year, that the new settler
strikes a year when the price of the pro-
dnet is very low. Many farmers have suf-
fered considerably, as they have been un-
able to stand up against the vicissitudes
of the markets in the same way as a man
who has had five to ten good crops pre-
viously, and bas bad the benefit of the
high prices which have esisted in the
past. Four years ago a bag of wheat
was worth 25s.,, and that this price will
be reached again is just as sure as that
night follows day. There have been ups
and downs in prices in the past, and they
will oceur again in the future. I re-
member in 1891 that the firm with which
the hon. member for York was connected
bought 8,000 bags of wheat at 2s. 8d,
which was far in excess of the Adelaide
price. We have bought at that price at
Katanning, and the farmers knew at the
time that the price was based on the
world’s values. Flour was sold that year
at £5 12s. Gd., and therc is no doubt that
the experience of the past tells us that
the price of wheat and flour practically
moves in a evele. It was a bad year last
vear—what we call a farmer's year, and
this year it is a miller’s year, and al-
though the latter look to be making good
profits I may say this, that they sold
ahead early, just as the farmers did, for
it was neeessary for them to make their
arrangements to sell part of their pro-
duets. Although they will make a good
profit on the product which has not yet
been sold, they are not making ordinary
profits out of that which they were forced
to get rid of early in the season. With
regard to the question of the world’s
value, I will make certain comparisons,
and show you-how speculative wheat buy-
ing brings ahout a great difference in
values. The world’s highest values to-day
are at 36s. per quarter of 480lbs., or
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equal to 4s. 6d. per bushel. The eharges
are 9%d. and this leaves an Australian
value to-day f.o.b. of 3s. 8l4d. Thatis
an advance on the prices paid for wheat
to-day of 234d.in Adelaide, and 4%4d. in
Melbourne. You will wonder why that
is so, and I will let you into the secret.
There has been overselling in Melbourne;
ships have been chartered to take the
wheat away, and the man who has sold
has found that he does not possess the
wheat required to fill the ships chartered,
consequently he has been forced to buy
and naturally the price has gone up.
There is a great deal of speeulation
going on in eonnection with wheat buy-
ing, and it somebimes happens that men
who have obtained special information
to the effect, perhaps, that there would
be shortages in the supplies from certain
countries, buy wheat on this informa-
tion, and find that it goes up to a very
high price. This is what brings about
speculation and ecauses fluetnations in
values. After all, these transactions are
very much like sharebroking or sharve-
dealing, for the wheat is either bought
or sold in the hopes that the price will
rise or fall respectively. The position
is this, that anless you know and wateh
the market closely, on the faece of it
you may believe that the prices arve
going against the farmer, and that the
miller is having an uaunfair advantage.
As T pointed ont, last vear was a losing
vear, and the contracts held this vear
have been heavy in certain directions,
hased on the prices ruling at that time;
and to give members some idea of the
want of knowledge and perhaps the pru-
dence of men engaged in the wheat
trade, such as Wills & Cv. and others,
they would not pay a halfpenny above
what may be termed the export value.
Now if those firms had had any know-
ledge of the hig advance which was
about to take place—if T had had any
knowledge of it—what would have been
easier than to borrow the money or fo
use our own money, and to speculate?
That was not done; for so many people
have been bitten in this very wheat busi-
ness that they fight shy of speculation;
and it is not until eireumstances are as
we see them now that there is any
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plunging. Theén comes the reaction,
with disastrous losses such as we see
in sharebroking, during the wild excite-
ment which accompanies the operation
known as eornering. Those who have
read the books published on the Ameri-
can wheat trade know how disastrous
speculation may prove, and there is no
one objects to it more than I, prefer-
ring legitimate trade to that speculation
which often turns out so well for some
people and so badly for others. I have
said already that millers are to-day
grinding in this eountry 23,000 tons of
flour; and this year 1 think the quan-
tity will bc about 27,000. We have a
capacity of about 40,000 tons, a con-
sumption of 30,000, and an import, pro-
spective and actual, of 4,000 tons, mean-
tng that the quantity ground to-day will
be about sufficient for the eountry’s re-
quirements. A few words on the ques-
tion of a ring, and I have done with the
subjeet of wheat. There is no ring,
and has not bheen a ring for the regu-
lation of prices in wheat-buying. I
overlap in my distriets with other
millers with whom I compete. They
come Inte my districts and take away
wheat from under my eyes. But there
is, and has been for .the last few
months, and at different times, an asso-
elation, which has more than once fallen
throngh, for the regulation of trade
methods and for the selling price of
the mill produets. That regulation has
heen necessary, though how long it will
last no one knows, It has been neces-
sary for the reason that men have been
ruined in this business, and there have
been no prefits; and so long as we have
the competition from abroad and from
the Eastern States fo regulate loeal
prices, the farmer need have nothing
to fear. There are men who have not
bought their wheat supplies, and who are
unfortunately in the position of having
to buy at the price ruling to-day, the
3s. 9d. per bushel. No doubt this country
looks with suspicion on the assoeciation
and speaks of ‘‘ the raseally miller ?
as a man who has done tremendous
injury to the country. Well, if there is
one thing whieh has brought grey hairs
to my head it is that milling husiness,
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and T wish T had never seen it. People
will not believe me; but they should
neveriheless watch closely the opera-
tions of those in the business, and should
be fair. They shonld consider all the
puints, and deal justly with men who
are ready to put their money into this
country, and to build up industries
which will employ a large number of
hands, industries which are feeding the
people, and not at an excessive cost. I
say this because I wish the Premier to
note it. I was much startled, much
disappoinled, to notice that in his Bun-
bury speech he said it was the intention
of the Government to make advances
to farmers against their wheat—not
that I wish to stand in the way of the
farmer. If that project is to bhe good
for the farmer, I bail it with delight.
But I must say that, although I agree
generally with the Premier’s policy
speech, wilh some reservations ve-
garding details, there are two points
on which T do not agree with bim; one
in regard to these advances, and the
other in regard to the land tax. I am
sure he was only prompted by a desire
to do good to people who are said to be
in the grip of both the miller and the
exporter. We have already in this eoun-
try a farmers’ institution with about
3,000 or 4,000 members, called the Pro-
dueers’ Association, consisting of men
who have paid up their share capital,
who are carrying on a very large busi-
ness, and who have had the opportunity
of shipping their wheat as they ship
their lambs and other products, who are
buying their manures and their sacks
first hand; and I have never offered any
opposition to them; I have helped them

in every way to establish grain stores -

and o buy their sacks, if they counld buy
them cheaply ; and I say to hon. mem-
bers, that institution should make the ad-
vances. If the institution is not strong
enough to make such advances, I say
the competition in the Eastern States is
sufficient to ensnre what I call fair and
legitimate business here. If it is nof,
then I say, let the Premier come along
with his proposals. At the same time,
he is probably on dangerous ground. I
wish to be understood thoroughly. I am

®
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not here as a philanthropist, but I am
here as a lvver of this country, and as
a man who desires to build up its in-
dustries; and I have done and shall try
to do my best to assist the people. I do
not for a moment stand in the way of
the farmers, but T say this proposal is
a questionable stroke of policy. I say -~
at unee it is not wise, and I think the
Premier will on more mature considera-
tion see rather that the interests of the
farmers are better safeguarded in the
matter of exports. I do not wish to con-
clude wilthout saying how necessary the
mining indnsiry is to this country. Tam
pleased to hear the expressions of
opinion in this debate, and I offer my
sineere congratulations to the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory) for the
able adinistration of his department,
and for the great trouble he has taken
to visit our Nor-West country, which
will play a most important part in build-
ing up the State. I am in a sanguine
mood, as I nearly always am, and am
now looking to our making great ad-
vances in different directions. The Black
Range development mentioned by the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy)
shows how wonderfully progressive that
country is about to become, and proves
to me that we are again on the very edge,
as it were, of the up grade. There is a
buoyaney in this State; I see it whilst
travelling amongst the business men and
the farmers. Several bankers have told
me of it; and one banker in partienlar
whose opinion I value tells me he has
been for four months travelling in var-
ious parts of the country, and has re-
turned delighted with the huoyaney shown
by the farming community at large. The
season has proved prospectively good,
and the large area sown shows that we
are on the up grade again. T do not say
we should live in a fool’s paradise. It
is absolutely necessary to econemise in
every direction, but I think we shall in
a short time see an end of the existing
depression. The end may not come im-
mediately, bat it will come. As to pub-
lic works, I congratulate the Minister
(Hon. J. Price) on his able exposition
last night. T think he did well 1We
may disagree with him in some details,



214 Address-in-Reply :

no doubt many members do; but I think
he has a thorough grip of his work, and
his speech shows that he takes an ab-
sorbing inferest in earrying out his
duties. I was pleased with the account
he gave of the building of the new rail-
~ways, and I speak with a knowledge of
those lines which have been so adversely
commented on here. I am satisfied that
when members have had an opportunity
of travelling on those railways they will
see that benefit has resnlted from them,
and that the lines are mueh better con-
sirneted than some people will admit.
The lines are standing well, and they are
opening up the country as required. Of
course their farther extension is neces-
sary. 1 am glad that the Minister is
bringing up the question of roads boards
and when it comes before the House I
hope to have an opportunity of speak-
ing. As to the revenue, I should like
to say that although there has been a
deficit, yet it is not a deficit
that would  frighten any man
who has the courage of his opinions and
the desire to do good to the conntry by
helping it along and studying that
economy whieh I have indicated as neces-
sary. There are avennes for economy,
and they are very wide. Of course we
have heard it long talked of, but it takes
time to bring about economies ; and the
present Government, who have not so
far been long in office, have made them-
selves thoroughly acquainted with the
country’s resources ; and in this I com-
mend them, for I believe that the mana-
ger of an estate such as this, likening it
as I do to a greal commercial concern,
should himself at various periods make
visits throngh the centres he controls, and
become acquainted with them. There-
fore I feel the Government have done
well in that matter. I am sure the Trea-
surer {Hon. Frank Wilson) fully recog-
nises the responsibility cast upon him ;
and though remarks have been made here
of a certain visit which he made, a visit
which 1 consider necessary, especially in
view of the hard work he did in this
House, yet I am sure there is bound to
he a good result from the opportunity he
has had of seeing the markets of the
Par Fast. We need not. fear so long
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as we keep this country for workers of
our own race. To Asiaties I do not par-
tieularly objeet, except that I do nof say
one should despise them. At the same
time this is a eountry for the white man.
Aud it seems to me that it is not after
all a question of introducing black
labour, but of our supplying Asiatie
countries with our products. We are
the nearest to their ports, the nearest to
the other ports of the world ; and West-
ern Australia will yet benefit by that
proximity. T vreserve my remarks  on
the Civil Service Commissioner question
and on other questions until these eome
before us. But hefore sitting down
there are two matters on which I will
touch, One is the change in the railway
commissionership. I am scrry that the
late Commissioner was a man who in
the opinion of many was impossible.
Yet after all, he went into his work with
a zest and a determination to do his ut-
most. Unfortunately perhaps for him,
in the eyes of many that best was not
satisfactory to the people. But I do
say that for zealous work, for honesty of
purpose, for determination to do what
he thought was right, ‘hardly any man
conld excel him, Af the same time,
speaking of the railways generally, I am
delighted to think that the Government
have made up their minds, pending their
inviting applications from abroad for
the Commissionership, to give the pre-
sent officials an opportunity of showing
what they ean do. With the oppor-
tunities which those officers bave, and
with the knowledge they possess, they
should be able to give a good account of
themselves ; and I think that in a very
few months, although we eannot expect
too much at once, yet, given a fair time,
they should do well in the interests of the
country.

BMr. Johnson : Will the hon. member
suppert the appointment of a single
Commissioner ¢

Hon. F. H. PIESSE : Yes ; I have
statedd so before. T will revert to my
old days and say, I should prefer the rail-
ways to be under Ministerial control
rather than under a single Coinmissioner
or under three Commissioners. And now
I will not take up the time farther than
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to say that on the Tand Tax gnestion I
have mot altered iy opinion. T still
disagree with the Government. I con-
sider the Land Tax Bill was a most
inopportune measure to bring in, and I
amn of opinion if it had been deferred
until the present time the Goverument
would have seen the wisdom of not
introducing the measure. I know how
strongly the Premier and his eolleagues
and many members on the Government
side of the House feel in regard to this
matter, yet I do not in one iota alter my
previously expressed opinion because [
think the action in bringing forward this
Bil! was injudicious.

My. Johnson : Did you oppose it ?

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Yes, I did.

Mr. Johnszon : Hulf-heartedly.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: I was treating
the present Government with a little
leniency because they had only just come
in; but I am stronger in 1y opinion now,
und I wish that to be understood at once.
I do not think this measure will do any
good in what is termed the bursting up
of large estates, because people who hold
large estates can afford to hold them and
male money out of those people who are
developing. I do not keep an acre of
land myself unless T improve it, and I
have great objection to the holder of land
who does not improve. This may be a
step in the right direction, and if the
Bill becomes law we shall see the result ;
‘and I hope it will meet the anticipation
of those who introduce it, but [ am
doubtful. When we consider the fact as
announced by the Minister for Works
when speaking yesterday, that £38,000
was collected by the roads boards, and
when we know that the municipalities
to-day are cootributing largely for
their own upkeep, to place this extra
burden on the people will be more
than injudicious at the present time. It
will interfere with prospective settle-
ment and will do injury to us.
would like to see the country free from
a land tax. T thank members for
giving me an opportunity of making
these few remarks. Though I have not
touched on some very important subjects
I hope my vemarks on the matters I
have referred have given members my
feelings in regard to them. I congratu-
late the Government on the programme
which they have placed before us in His
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Excellency’s Speech, und I disagree with
those who find fault with the Premier in
going tu the Eastern States in connee-
tion with the conference, because if no-
thing be done, Western Australia as an
important part of the Federal Common-
wealth should be represented. We may
give the Premier and Lis colleagnes as
much criticism as may be expected both
from opponents and from our own side,
bat fair play should be given so that the
Government will have an opportunity of
doing the best they can in the interests
of the country, and in u great mensure I
feel we shall not be disappointed.

Mr. H. BOLTON (North Fremantle):
Opportunity is usually given to members
when offering remarks on the Address-
in-Reply, to travel to all points of the
compass. Sometimes this is not availed
of but members prefer to concentrate
their rematks on a few items in which
they are deeply interested. Believing
that any remarks offered on 1he Address-
in-Reply are not wasted I prefer to
occupy a brief space of time in a few
general words. Perbaps as an instance
of the action when members concentrate
their remarks on one or two items in
which they are inferested [ may say we -
have had the *Maid of the mill or the
rascally miller.” T am inclined to think
that sueh remarks falling from the mem-
ber ‘for Katauning are instructive and
educating andof greatuse tothe Chamber.
T am sorry T cannot cowmpliment my
foreign friend the member for North
Perth in the same way. He concen-
trated his remarks on the dock. With
all due respect to that hon. member it
was said, | heard it from members on
this side, thit they could not understand
him. Perhaps that is unfortunate, but
at least I feel bound to say be did not
understand what he was talking about. T
remember last session the member
strongly opposed the idea of the dock,
and [ was by no means surprised when
he rose in his place and said he had a
few remarks to make on two subjects.
With the remarks on oue of those sub-
jects I agree, but on the other of course
I disagree. The member's remarks
were practically a rehasb of his speech
of last session, in which he browght up
Mr. Keele's report. The member re-
ferred to this matter last session in
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whbich he mentioned No. 1 as the princi-
pal site, und he said that Mr. Keele was
the cleverest engineer who had ever re-
ported on the scheme. I differ very
much in that opimion. I think the
gentleman who served this country, Mr.
C. Y. O'Connor, was as clever 1f not
more clever than the gentleman whose
report has been referred to. I would
place that gentleman’s report against
Mr. Keele's. The hon. member said the
reason of the sites below the bridges
having to be abandoned was because
there was no room to swing a vessel and
it was dangerous in a nmarrow passage-
way for vessels leaving the dock.
Perhaps the hon. member has not in-
quired inte the matter lately or he would
have discovered that it was suggzested
that the dork should be a double-ended
one, thus deing away with a great deal
of room. The Govermnent propose to con-
struct the dock at Rouse Head and it is
to be a double-ended dock. In the site
suggested a few months ago, officially or
unofficially, it would not be possible to
put u donble-ended dock, or T believe the
dock would have been constructed at
Arthur's Head rather than as is now
suggested. Throughout the remarks of
the member for North Perth, the same
- as during last session, the great quesiion
of opening up the river comes in. That
would be all very well at another time,
but it is somewhat ridiculous for the
member to bring before the House now
the suggestion that the Government
should open up the Swan River.

My, Johnson: Tt will have to be done
some day.

Mr. BOLTON: Yes, it will have to be
done some duy, but the hon. member will
not be in the House neither shall T be.

Mr. Joknson: The hon. member should
speak for himself.

Mr. BOLTON: Iam speaking of old
age overtaking one. The estimate for
opening up the Swan River is £2,000,000,
Tt the work was justified it would be
good to take it in hand, and as the
present Government have been termed a
Ministry of concentration they would
gladly adopt it. The member for North
Perth suggested that the dock be placed
below the bridges to prevent the opening
up of the river; but this is not a fair
statement. Moreover, e made the state-
ment. that each Government who have

[ASSEMBLY.]

Fourth day.

come 1o alter the policy of the past
Government. That is a very good idea.
It is not good for an ineoming Gevern-
ment to follow an outgoing Government
in all their actions. I would point out
where the member has made another
mistake. The Daglish Government pro-
posed a dock below the railway bridges, so
that this is not the first (Glovernment
who suggested the construction of the
dock below the bridges. I am perfectly
satisfied that the best site below the
bridges has been selected. T had very
high hopes that the dock would
eventually be built at Rocky Bay, but it
is not only the question of the dock the
Government have to consider but the re-
moval of the bridges and the expense of
allowing railway communication with
the town of Fremantle as well as with
the dock. That is the reason I take it
that the construction of the dock below
the bridges is to be taken in hand. I
am asked whether the Government have
decided to construct the doek at all
That only leads me to say that there is
considerable doubt in Fremantle and the
surrounding districts as to whether the
Government do intend to construct it.
I am one of those who has bad that
doubt. But I will frankly confess that
a good deal of that doubt has been re-
moved. I want to see the dock con-
structed and whilst T do not admit that
my parliumentary life depends on it, as
probably does the parliamentary life of
the Minister for Works, T am still as
anxious to see the dock constructed as
that member. I will now answer the
interjector by- saying that T do hbelieve
the Government intend to construct the
dock, and if the Government are sinecere
in this they have five or six months in
which to show their sincerity. Any
adverse remarks I have to offer about
the graving dock I will reserve until the
end of the session. Then will be time
enough to see whether the Government
are sincere,

The Premier: You have made themn
already. y

Mr. BOLTON: Made what?

The Premier: Adverse remarks.

Mr. BOLTON: I often tnake them.
I said T was in doubt, but I said that
that doubt had largely been removed
since last night. We shall be able to
see what the Government intend to do
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wilbin the nest five or six months. There
was another scheme the member for
North Perth outlined, and it is known to
many members present as the vinduet
from West Perth to East Perth. A
splendid scheme if it could be carried
out. But that again recuires an enor-
mous amount of funds, and T am he-
ginning to think that the bon. member
18 becoming too big for his boots. The
two schemes he suggested are too big for
this Government to have anything to dn
with. 1 desire to refer to one or two
watters of which I took a note during
the speeches of members preceding me.
During over three years in Parlinment
{not a very long sime) I have never heard
a severer indictinent brought against a
Fovernment than was brought by the
member for Murchison in regard to
immigration matters. 1 have advocated
a certain amount of immigration of the
right class. From this out [ think T am
justified in saying that I shall oppose
every penny the Government propose to
spend on immigration, after what I have
heard pointed out by the hon. member,
after hearing of the class of immigrants
and of the subterfuges worked to gain
farm labonrers, as they are called, or
saw-millers for this State. I think the
only means to get increased population
15 to make the country attractive, so that
people will come here of their free will,
seeking to better themselves, and to take
equal chances with the people already in
the conntry. If they do so there will be
little to complain of; but when people
are brought here by nothing but a sub-
terfuge, to walk in to the bureau by one
door and out at another, and to get their
nanmes down in prefersnce to those already
here who have been waiting for weeks,
it is a thing that should be altered in the
future. What bas heen mentioned by
the member for Murchison is a clear
case of flouting the Commonwealth
Government. There is no doubt about
it. Tt is dificult perhaps te prove
that tbese men came here under contract,
but I think anyenc listening to the
remarks of the hon. member and to the
letters read, sent by the gentleman who
engaged these men, would be sufficiently
convinced. T think it would convince a
Federal officer. It seems to me that the
Combine have rather too much lhold on
the management of this State. 1 can-
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nat understand why no action is taken
when a breach of the law is known.
How is it that when there was a doubt
existing in the previous Government as
to whether the Combine were carrying
out the labowr conditions in merely
erecting a mill withont working it, the
present Government have not allowed a
test case to be heard, or cven taken
action against the Combine? If the
Government think there is any doubt—
there was a doubt existing in a previous
Administration—they should allow a case
to be tested. A case was to have been
tested ut the Supreme Court by the then
Minister for Lands, Mr. Bath, but at the
change of administration rents were
accepted from the Combine which
knocked out the case that had already
been referred to the Supreme Court, and
there was no means of testing the
matter. I helieve the Government would
be justified in bringing down an amend-
ing Bill to enforce the labour counditions
on these leases. Mewmbers have referred
to several police magistrates. I do not
wish to be particularly personal on the
matter, and T do not desire to mention
the nawmes of any magistrates, but I wish
to take the Gtovernment to task. Some’
few months ago a certain resident magis.
trate was supposed to have been retired.
He is not vet retived, bat it is his wish
that he should be retired. - Peculiarly
enough he desires to be relieved of the
position, but his pension is of such
dimension that the Government think
they are saving money by keeping him in
the position doing work. They have had
several instances of his incapucity. He
may have been a good officer at one time,
but now I can lardly find terms mild
enough, without hurting his feelings,
to express myself. All T can say
is that it 1is quite time he 1is
retired ; apd as he wishes to be retired
why do not the Government shift him
from the bench? He is not the only one
that needs shifting, but while others
perhaps wish te retain their positions,
this geatlemen does not wish to retain
his. He recognises bis vnsuitability for
the jobh, and I think the Government
should take the matter up and appoint a
successor as carly as possiblee.  The
member for North Perth referred to the
freezing works at Wyndham. T am
entirely npposed tn them. There is not
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only a danger of creating o monopoiy on
top of a monopoly, because undoubtedly
the meat ring which now exists must be
strengthened by the ereclion of freezing
works at Wyndbam, but it appears to me
they will have the right to name their
own prices. The consumer can choose
whether he will have the hve beast or
the carcase, but if he will not pay a
proper price he will get neither, because
it only remains for the astock people at
Wyndbam to say ¢ We will not supply
the South with stock at all unless we get
our prices, becanse we have the works
here and can kill our heasts and send
them to Japan, since the Treasurer bas
been good enoungh to open up a trade for us
with Japan.” The small man, of whom
so much has been said by the Premier,
bas to pay an enormous rate to get his
live beasts to Fremantle, because the

. ships ure owned by the lurge -stock--

owners, and the freights are put up on
the small man to prevent him sending
his live beast South. It does not pay a
small man to charter a ship, so that he
must send his cattle by the vessels owned
by the stock-owners.

The Premier: Will not the opening up
" of the stock route give him an alterna-
tive?

Mr. BOLTON : I understand that it
is for the Eastern Goldfields, and it may
be good for the Eastern Goldfields
provided we do mnot allow tick cuttle
to come over the stock route. I
think it was said by the Minister
for Works that by the time the
freezing works were established the stock
necessary for the metropolitan consumer
would be taken from the South, I dis-
agree with thatentirely because the same
old meat ring will govern the supply as
they are doing to-day, and they will have
the right 1o put up their prices, though
the consumer can take his choice whether
be will have the live beast or the carcase.
Moreover as there is a fifth quarter to
every beast it will pay them better to
slanghter and send to cooling chambers
at Fremantle, and we will have to live
on frozen meat.

Hon. F. H. Pigsse: Have vou looked
at the prices marked up in the shops this
week ?

Mr. BOLTON: Yes; -the reason is
that there are onme or two enterprising
gentlemen entering into competition with
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the meat ring ; but will they last? We
have had them here hefore, and they
have been crushed times out of anumber
by the same ring. Now the Government
propose to practically give £35,000 to
those moneyed men, to whom £35,000 is
a mere drop in the ocean. It is to assist
them to get a farther hold on the con-
sumer. 1 think it is an absurd proposi-
tion and 1 hope the Govermment will not
press the thing. If there js money in
the concern, believe me this meut ring
would put their own money into it; and
if the Government by putting in half
the sum simply lend it to them at a low
rate or at a fair rate of interest, and have
no control over it, they are doing a
wrong action. The meat ring will do
this when the find they are shaken in
the South for their trade. They will see
that there is an outlet for their herds
-without—the assistance of thé Govern-
ment. If the Government stay quiet
they will see that the meat ring will scon
find un outlet for their herds.

The Premier: They are sending cattle
to Queensland.

Mr. BOLTON : Better to do that than
to be under the control of the meat ring.
It is because the swall man is not getting
fair treatment from the big men.

The Premier: Who is sending 17,000
cattle? Not a small man.

Mr. BOLTON: There is perhaps one
berd of 10,000, but the balance is made
up from small men. A remark was let
fall by the Premier when dealing with
the finunces, that the net indebtedness
per head of the population was decreas-
ing. It sounds all right giving just the
bare facts, but what helps to increuse
the net indebtedness ? TPopulation. If
this State continues to lose its population
us it bas during the last four or five
months, the Premier will not be able to
come to this Chamber with the same
cry. The more the popuiation increases,
naturally the net indebtedness will bhe
lessened ; and hecause we are lusing popu-
lation the figures just snit to o certain
point; but unless we stop the population
leaving the country the net indebtedness
will soon increase at am alarming rate.
Paragraph 1 of the Governor's Speech
contains an apology. It is not often
that the Speech starts with an apology.
His Ezcellency apologises for not having
called Parliament together in February,
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The only explanation we have had has
been from the Premier, and what has
been explained in paragraph 1— owing
to the absence of many mewbers of
Parliament from the State.” I do not
think that argument should have been
put in the Speech. Surely it was for-
gotten that this country was paving these
members to be present. Surely it was
forgotten that payment of members,
though certainly on a small scale, had
been introduced, and that it was the
duty of those members to be here if
wanted. And when the intention of
the Government to hold a special session
in February was declaved, those members
Enew they were wanted; and when they
were paid for their services they should
have been here. Reference bas been
made to the Ministerial cancus meeting
deciding that this session should not be
held and that this State should be repre-
sented in Queensland. One member has
said that he personally wanted the session,
but it is strange that the papers reported
that the decision was unanimously
arrived at, which I do not think is
correct. It is also reported that at the
meeting there were five Ministers and
two whips. One would have thought
that with five Ministers and two whips
the meeting could have been induced to
do as the Government desired. Un-
doubtedly the Ministry decided—and
asked their followers to go with them—
that no session should be held. My
opinion is that the Government never
intended to hold the session. I think it
i3 quite patent without going any farther
into it, but the Government might as
well have been straightforward and said,
“We bave been beaten this time over
our taxation proposals and we will let it
go to next year;”’ but instead of that
they eaid, ** We will give the people some-
thing to talk about and have a special
session.” They never meant a word of it.
The next matter of importance is that of
the railway control. T agree that the
Government bave taken the right stand
in not reappointing Mr. George, for no
matter whether he has been a good, bad
or indifferent officer, he bas been an im-
possible man for the producer. I disagree
with the Government in their desire to
perpetuate the system of railway control
uow in force, and believe they wounld do
very much better to hand over the rail-
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ways to Ministerial control. It has been
suggested that there should be three
Commissioners; I certainly prefer one to
three, bul. would rather have neither.
The Premier bhas said that applications
will be called for on January 1, but I
hope that ome or two inatters will be
taken in hand before the mew appoint-
ment is made. For instance, it is very
necessary that 4 new coaching stock rate-
book should be issued, as in the present
one some of the greatert anomalies in
passenger fares cxist that eould be found
m any such rate-book in the world. I
will give you one instance of this. The
railway fare from North Fremantle to
Bayswater, second-class return, 1s 1s. 5d.;
but a man can take a second.class return
ticket from North Fremantle to Perth
for Is., and u second-class return from
Perth to Bayswater for 3d. Therefore
by taking two tickets instead of one and,
notwithstanding the extra cost of print-
ing the tickets and the labour of serving
them out,.a passenger can save 2d. on
the trip if he buys two tickets instead of
one. Has anyone ever heard anything
worse than that? Surely that is guite
sufficient to show bow necessary it ig that
a new book should be compiled. The
Minister for Works, in referring to the
railway policy said he thought that the
producer should get any profit that is
obtained after the interest and sinkjng
fund have been paid. He forgot to
thention that the railways have never
paid interest and sinking fund, that they
were £79,000 short of the amount last
year, and perbaps will be a good deal
more than this sum short this year. It
is all very well to bring forward a surplus
when interest and sinking fund are not
paid, but before any reduction takes
place in the freight the genuine charges
must be met in a similar manner to the
way they are arranged for now by the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. I do not
thirk it necessary that a profit should
result from the working of the railways,
but interegt and sinking fund should be
met. The Government c¢laim to have
done a vast amount of work. I would
like to go to the people of this Stateand
ask them what they have to say with
regard to this so-called large amount of
work, for T am satisfied they would dis-
agree with the Minisiry on the point,
and especially with the Minister for
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Works. A large amount of work has
not been done, and the past six months
bas been the most stagnant recess we
have had for many vears. During that
period no works of magnitude were
started, and the old excuse was forth-
coming that it takes a certuin amount of
time to prepare plans. If alse takes a
certain  amount of time to prepare
measures for Parliament during recess.
It is significant that just before the
meeting of Parliament it is announced
that plans have been prepared and that
works are being started, and it is evident
that this is done merely to disarm
criticism.

The Premier: QOver £600,000 of work

- is in course of construction.

Mr. BOLTON: It is a very casy
matter {o accept contracts for £250,000
worth of work straight away. When
work is hardly begun, or perhaps has

~ not'heen Degun “at all, you can say 1t is

in course of construction.

The Premier: There is one railway
line that we only got authorisation for in
December last, and it will be completed
next month. That' is the line between
Armadale and Jandakot,

Mr. BOLTON: How much
£600,000 will that account for ?

The Premier: About £30,000.

Mr. BOLTON: That is 2 very small
amount out of so large a total. How-
evér, I would compliment the Ministry
on the way that they bave pushed that
work through. When the Loan
Estimates were being considered I said
that the amount then set down for that
work was not sofficient, and T am glad to
see that the Government have spent
more than they then said they would do.
Tt is a good work, but after all is only a
small item considering the vastness of
the amount of work which the Premier
says is in course of construction. As to
theland tax. 1 do not know what is to
happen or whether we shall have the
same old arguments which were brought
up for and against the tax last session.
I, as an indivzdual, will do my best to
get a tax without exemption. Tf the
Government introduces the Bill again
for revenue purposes they will have a
splendid opportunity, by removing the

exemptions, to make a little more than
they  anticipated. The Legislative
Council did not defeat the Goverpment's

of the
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proposals last year atall, the Government
were to blame themselves because that
measure would have become law had
they accepted it wilthout exemptions.
The choice was given to the Governinent
as to whether they would have the Bill
without exemptions or have no Bill at
all, and they decided that they would
bave no Bill. There will be very little dis-
cussion, and no trouble afall in bringing
that Bill into law, if the exemptions are
koocked out;  otherwise, however,
there will be a great deal of discussion,
and in such circumstances the measure
will be defeated in another place. I made
similar remarks to these last year and
pointed out that if the Bill was defeated
in another place the Governument would
be able to depend upon this side of the
House to fight the battle against that
Chamber. It wus, however, a sham fight
with blank eartridges. In all probability
there will be a fight this year, and the
Government must choose to have the
Bill either without exemption, or to fight
another Chamber. If they are sincere
the Bill will become law, but if they are
not sincere it will be a very easy matter
for them to get it thrown out elsewhere.
The Government pointed out in the
Governor’s Speech that they believe that
succees will result if they persevere in
the paths of administrative economy, I
think that i would have beem more
accurate had the words been that the
Government intended to initiate a policy
of economical administration. I com-
pliment the Government on their North-
West policy. T had the honour of
forming one of the Parliamentary party
that went over the route lately travelled
by tbe Minister for Mines, and T feel I
am not going too far whenI say that it
is a source of pleasure to the members of
that party to know that their report and
the remarks they made upon that trip
when they returned are endorsed by the
Minister for Mines. It is a pleasure to
me to know that the news we brought
from that part of the State, which is un-
known to so mwany members of this
Chamber, has been so thoroughly en-
dorsed, and I am delighted that at last
the North-West will get its share of at-
tention from the Government. The
ruilway proposed from Port Hedland to
Marble Bar is oue that the Parliamentary
party practically reported upon as being
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advieable. This party did oot make a
definite proposal in that direction, for
the report was simply an advisory one,
and I am glad to see that there has
been no question as to the route. I am
also glad that the Minister has endorsed
the remarks made by members of that
party to the effect that there are several
ppromiging places and fields in that
district which only need development,
and that it would be quite impossible to
develop them without a railway. At the
time that we were there some centres
were practically abandoned owing to the
want of that development, but I believe
that they will progress rapidly now. I
am also glad to see that the Govern-
ment are going in for the erection of
lighthouses. All the money spent in the
North-West will be repaid and, if the
country is to be pulled out of the slough
of despond which it is in now, it will be
by means of the North-West rather than
through the medium of the agricul-
tural districts. Paragraph 18 of the
Speech states that many important
measures will be brought forward,
among them being the amending of the
Constitution to provide for a reduction
in the franchise of the Legislative Coun-
cil.  Are the Government sincere in this
matter? Although we do not know
what the reduction in the franchise is to
be, 1 hope it will be substantial, and that
the measure will not be held in abey-
ance so that the Government might
see how another place deals with
the land tax proposals. There is a
danger that such a thing might be done
with the underlying intention that if
another place chooses to pass a certain
measure, sucb as the land tax, steps will
not be taken to push on with the reduc-
tion in the Legislative Council franchise.
T trust that in the measure provision will
be made for household suffrage for the
Upper Bouse; I do not mean adult
suffrage but merely household suffrage,
as I think that if the heads of families
are given votes, the present position will
be greatly improved upon, and wmuch
greater satisfaction will be caused than
by the suggestion made in the Bill
brought up last session. Then it is
proposed to amend the electoral laws;
but I view this with a consider-
able amount of suspicion. I do not
want to be unfair in my criticism

(10)
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so I will reserve my remarks until we
have copies of the Bill before us, Judg-
ing, however, from the remarks of the
Minister for Works it seems to me that
there is a certain amouni of suspicion
about the measure. With regard to the
question of granting security of mining
tenure, I do not profess to know any-
thing about mining, but I would sooner
follow the practical men on this side of
the House, of whom there are eight or
ten, than those who are unaecquainted
altogether with mining. I give the
Minister for Mines credit for a know-
ledge of wining, and I know that he
gives members on this side a kike credit
for their knowledge, but it is different
from the Ministerial supporters, who
give members on this side no credit
whatever for their knowledge on the
question. The amendment profosed to
the Bill has been referred to in some
instances as being just the same as
granting the fee simple of the leases to
the owners; thisis denied by the Minister
for Mines. My mind is open on the
question of this Bill, but I would point
out to the Minister for Mines the case of
the Whim Creek copper mine. When
we visited that spul some lime ago we
found that it was wonderfully rich, and
yet abandoned, having been idle for
years. It is a freehold property and
labour conditions cannot therefore he
maintained, and the resulf was that this
valuable property was not worked. I
referred to this very property when
giving the House an account of our trip
to the North-West; and I should
much regret to see the same conditions,
or anything approaching them, apply
on any of our mining fields.

The Minister for Mines: We have
power under the Mining Act to throw
open these lands.

Mr. @ordon: That mine is working
now.

Mr. BOLTON : 1 know it is working
now. I do not know whether that was
brought about by the remarks of the
parliamentary party who visited the
distriet. That the mine is working now
must be a source of delight to those
members, in view of 1ts richness.
Amendments bave been suggested to the
Arbitration Act, and last night and
to-night a good many speakers dealt
with the subject. I believe there is a
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necessity for amending that Act. I do
not admit that it is an absolute failure;
I believe that since its inauguration it
bas done good work ; but it has net had
sympathic administration, asd I blame
the registrar himself for most of the
trouble.  ‘The other proposals of the
Government are a litile vague—Iocal
option, public service, health, and roads
boards. We have no particulars; and
therefore one is justified in reserving
ong’s comment until the Bills are brought
in. I am glad to see the prowmised
amendment of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act. That amendment is badly
needed. I represent part of a district
which suffers very acutely under the
exigting Act. There is a union to which
this statement applies more clusely than
to any other union. I refer to the union
of lumpers. They are now in the un-
many different employers during the
year, hence it is not possible to arrive at
a fair comnpensation which injured mem-
bers should receive. The lumpers are
engaged by a certain steamship company,
or by a stevedore, to unload certain
vessels; the men have worked for three
or four employers during one week, and
and when a man is injured the allowance
made to hiin is only one half the wages
he has received during the preceding
twelve months from the employer for
whom he was working when injured.
Consequently that is not fair to the man,
and the unfairness is admitted. The
matter has been represented to some
members of the Government, and they-
have promised to introduce an amending
Bill. For this I give them credit, as I
give them credit when T can. T trust
they will introduce it early, and that it
will be satisfactory to all parties. It is
hard, indeed, to satisfy everybody, but
it is well to give credit where credit is
due, and I am glad tu see the amendment
suggested. T was about fo offer some
remarks as to the Premier's suggested
reduction of the sinking fund, but since
his explanation that his statement was
simply a suggestion, and as it is not pro-
posed, I take it, to go much farther with
the matter, T need not say more on that
subject. On the public platform sugges-
tions have been made by one member of
the House (Mr. Daglish), and have been
recently taken up by the Press, that for
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the sake of the couniry and its Anancial
position or want of positioa, there should
be a sort of fusion of parties; that there
should be po party politics; that both
sides of the House should combine to
lift the State out of the slough of des-
pond; that theve is no difference, or very
little difference, between the two parties;
that it would take little to bring them
together; in fact, that there is no Opposi-
tion ; that we are all Ministeralists or all
Opposttion. With that view I cannot
agree. There is considerable difference
between members on this and members
on the other side. [Mr. Heitmann:
Ministers’ salaries, for instance.] Yes;
but I was not referring to the salaries.
We are bound to take exception to
some actions of the Ministry, as they
would take exception to our actions if we
were in power and they in Op})ositiou.
How can it be possible to sink all party
feeling and work it harmoiy; whentittle
points are always attempted to be made
against us, especially during recess, in
respect of matters that are decidedly of
a party nature? How could it be pos-
gible for this Opposition to work hand-in-
glove with the Ministerialists, when we
remember what happened to the Factories
Act during the last recess ? The Factories
Act is now dead, and if Parliament were
not obliged to neet once a year, the fuc-
tory inspectors, the chief inspector’s
office, and everything else in that coonec-
tion would be abolished. Aund if we look
bagk on what has happened during the
past six months and find the Factories
Act a dead letter, and the chief inspector
writing notes which a junior at £40 a
year would write in other offices, just
because the Government do not wish the
chief inspector to administer the Act, we
are bound to take exception to such a
state of affairs. Again, does the gentle-
man who suggests the fusion of parties
think that we bave no objection to the
action taken by the Government, and
especially by the Attorney General, the
action he has taken ever since he agsumed
oftice, to prevent trades umnions from
using their funds for any purpose they
may desire ¥ Does he expect members
on this side fo agree with the Attorney
General, and to admit he has acted
rightly 7 No. We will fight him and
his Government on this question so long
a8 they are the Gtovernment and we are
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the Opposition; and if we were not in
Opposition and they were, we should
perhaps put the matter to rights. Then
aguin, it is felt pretty strongly on this
side of the House that the prosecutions
during the timber trouble were largely
influenced by the Government. And
when that is rightly or wrongly our belief,
how is it possible for us to work band-in-
hand with Ministers? So many little
things of this sort crop up during recess,
that it is not easy for us to amalga-
mate. It is very easy for some
public men to advocate that course,
very easy for some orpanisations,
because, fortunately or unfortunately,
they are of very swall dimensions, like
the organisation of the gentleman 1 have
wentioned, who combines the funections
of leader, whip, premier and secretary.
His is not now an important party, or
one that is felt in Australia. It would
not do for the Opposition to agree alto-
gether with the Government; because
the Opposition bave for several months
been trying to get Parliament to meet to
do some business, and at the same time
the business of the Ministerialists has
been to dodge Parliament. I wonder
whether it would be possible to keep
Parliament from meeting until the end
of the year, or a fow duys earlier., Was
the idea to shorten the session, thinking
it would extend till the end of December
no matter when we met? The Whip
(Mr. Gordon) says “my word:” and I
expect he knows. He is in the confi-
dence of the Government, and ought to
know. We believe there should possibly
be a longer session, not longer sitiings
but a longer session; and we believe
that if Parlisment could bave mmet earlier,
some proposed works could have been
sooner put in hand. Therefore we do
not wish to see time wasted after Parlia-
ment opens. And while we admit that
any remarks on the Address-in-Reply are
not a waste of time, we believe that if
Parliament had met earlier the time
given to the Address-in-Eeply would now
have elapsed, and more good would have
resulted from that than from the visit of
our representatives to Queensland. I
have occupied more time than 1 originally
intended ; and if there are items to which
I have not referred, I shall have ample

opportunity to do so in fulure, so T will
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reserve my rewarks, with the promise
that I have made to refer to the dock,

On motion by Mr. Gordon, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at nine minutes
past 10 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 16th July, 1907.
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The SPEAKEL took the Chair at $.30
o'cleck p.m.

Prayers,

SUPPLY —MESSAGE.

Message from the Governor reeeived
and read, recommending appropriation
out of Consolidated Revenue and Loan
Funds of the sum of £6329,303 for the
services of the year ending June 30,
1908.



